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BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

- I 9 6 0 - 


W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Office:  St.  Martin’s  Lodge,  Castle  Esplanade,  Chester. 
— Telephone  No.:  Chester  24678  


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

- I 9 6 0 - 


To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS 

of  THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1960. 

The  local  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  increase  in  the 
Birth  Rate  and  a slight  decrease  in  the  General  Death  and  Infant 
Mortality  Rates.  Nationally  there  is  a similar  trend,  with  an 
increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  a decrease  in  the  General  Death 
and  Infant  Mortality  Rates.  The  latter  is  again  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  this  country. 

A summary  of  the  main  statistical  items  is  given  below, 
together  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  8.11  per  1,000  estimated  population 
compared  with  8.71  in  1959.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  11.5. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  23.5  per  1,000  population;  in  1959  the  Rate 
was  21.54.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.1. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  19.71  per  1,000  live  births,  com- 
pared with  23.44  in  1959.  The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  21.7. 

Measles  (817  cases)  was  again  the  most  prevalent  Infectious 
Disease  notified,  followed  by  Whooping  Cough  (20  cases)  and 
Scarlet  Fever  (15  cases). 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported,  and  only  four 
cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified. 

Nine  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
compared  with  ten  cases  in  1959. 
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Reports  on  regular  samples  of  water  supplied  to  the  town  by 
the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  and  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  have  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  spite  of  these  results,  there  were  further  complaints  during 
the  summer  months  with  regard  to  the  earthy  taste  and  general 
palatability  of  the  water,  of  which  the  Water  Board  were  made 
aware.  It  is  understood  that  the  taste  is  due  to  the  amount  of 
vegetable  matter  contained  in  the  river  water;  and  whilst  the  water 
is  satisfactory  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,  the  elimination 
of  the  taste  is  a complicated  problem  which  is  engaging  the  con- 
stant attention  of  the  Research  Department  of  the  Water  Board. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  it  will  be  observed  that  of  72  samples  of  milk  examined 
three  were  below  standard  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory;  and  one 
other  foodstuff  was  also  unsatisfactory.  This  again  reflects  the 
high  standard  that  exists  generally  throughout  the  Borough. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  an  extract  from  my 
annual  Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  on  the  Personal 
Health  Services  operating  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  in  the 
South  West  Cheshire  Division,  of  which  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere 
Port  forms  part. 

In  conclusion,  I express  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee, and  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Department  during  the  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


-O- 


Population  

Area  (acres)  

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1961)  ...  

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1961/62)  Estimated 


40,920 

9,144 

13,197 

£954,908 

£3,900 


The  Natural  Increase  in  Population  (that  is,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths)  is  shewn  in  the  following  tables. 


Natural 

Natural 

Increase 

Increase 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

Year 

Population 

Population 

Year 

Population 

Population 

1945 

...  27,160 

...  10.9 

1953 

...  34,470  ... 

13.75 

1946 

...  28,740 

...  12.49 

1954 

...  35,130  ... 

11.04 

1947 

...  29,670 

...  15.9 

1955 

...  36,010  ... 

12.16 

1948 

...  30,860 

...  13.3 

1956 

...  36,830  ... 

12.51 

1949 

...  31,290 

...  10.88 

1957 

...  37,580  ... 

13.25 

1950 

...  32,110 

...  10.33 

1958 

...  38,420  ... 

13.25 

1951 

...  32,670 

7.89 

1959 

...  39,590  ... 

12.83 

1952 

...  33.680 

...  12.29 

1960 

...  40,920  ... 

15.44 

The 

over  deaths) 

Natural  Increase  in 
1945-1960  (England 

Population  (that 
and  Wales). 

is,  excess  of  births 

Year 

Per  1,000 
Population 

Year 

Per  1,000 
Population 

1945 

4.7 

1953 

4.1 

1946 

7.6 

1954 

3.9 

1947  . 

8.5 

1955 

3.3 

1948 

7.1 

1956 

4.0 

1949 

5.0 

1957  ... 

4.6 

1950  . 

4.2 

1958 

4.7 

1951 

3.0 

1959  ... 

4.1 

1952 

4.0 

1960 

5.6 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
for  the  Year  1960 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


♦ 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

499 

438 

937 

Illegitimate  ...  

14 

13 

27 

513 

451 

961 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

• • • • • • 

...  ... 

23.56 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ... 

...  • . • 

...  ... 

21.92 

Comparability  Factor 

... 

... 

0.93 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total 

STILL  BIRTHS 

live  births  : 

2.8% 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ..  

14 

10 

24 

Illegitimate  

2 

1 

3 

Total  live  and  still  births  : 991. 

16 

11 

27 

Still  birth  rate  27.25  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  1915 — 1959 
was  703. 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES 

1945  — 1959 


Year 

No. 

Birth  Rate 

Year 

No. 

Birth  Rare 

1945  .. 

. 555  .. 

. 20.43 

1953 

...  707 

...  20.50 

1946  .. 

. 635  .. 

. 22.09 

1954 

...  692 

...  19.70 

1947  .. 

. 730  .. 

. 24.60 

1955 

...  733 

...  20.35 

1948  .. 

. 665  .. 

. 21.54 

1956 

...  775 

...  19.98 

1949  .. 

. 673  . . 

. 21.50 

1957 

...  804 

...  21.39 

1950  .. 

. 614  .. 

. 19.31 

1958 

...  832 

...  21.66 

1951  .. 

. 604  .. 

. 18.48 

1959 

...  853 

...  23.06 

1952  .. 

. 674  .. 

. 20.01 

Birth  Rate, 

England 

and  Wales, 

1960 

...  • • • 

• • • 

17.1 

Birth  Rate, 

England 

and  Wales, 

1959 

...  . . . 

• • . 

15.2 

Birth  Rate, 

Administrative  County  of 

Cheshire, 

1959 

16.0 
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DEATHS 

Males  188  Females  144  Total  332 

Death  Rate  8.11,  Corrected  Death  Rate  12.66,  Comparability  Factor  1 56 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES 

1945  — 1959 


Year 

No. 

Death  Rate 

Year 

No. 

Death  Rate 

1945  ... 

252  .. 

9.28 

1953 

233 

...  897 

1946  ... 

276  .. 

9.60 

1954 

304 

8.65 

1947  ... 

257  .. 

. 8.66 

1955 

295 

8.19 

1948  ... 

252  .. 

8.19 

1956 

314 

8.52 

1949  ... 

223  .. 

9.54 

1957 

306 

8.14 

1950  ... 

282  .. 

. 11.76 

1958 

323 

8 41 

1951  ... 

346  .. 

. 10.59 

1959 

345 

8.71 

1952  ... 

260  .. 

7.71 

The  average 

number 

of  deaths  per 

annum  in 

the 

years 

1945  to  1959 

was 

285. 

Death  Rate, 

England 

and  Wales  : 

11.5  per  1,000 

popul 

ation. 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  Wales 


nber 

Rate 

19 

19.71 

17 

18.14 

2 

74.07 

14 

14.52 

12 

12.45 

39 

39  36 

21.7 

TABLE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY  1945—1959 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Year 

1,000  births 

Year 

1,000  births 

1945 

46.85 

1953 

...  22.63 

1946 

55.11 

1954  

...  31.79 

1947 

56.16 

1955  

25.92 

1948 

33.08 

1956  ...  ... 

23.22 

1949 

31.20 

1957  

...  16.16 

1950 

35.83 

1958  

30.04 

1951 

31.45 

1959  ...  ... 

23.44 

1952 

31.15 

Deaths  from 

Measles  (all  ages) 

•••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

Deaths  from 

Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  

Nil 

Deaths  from 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  69 


Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) 


Nil 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


Nil 
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General  Provision  of 
Health  Services  in  the  Area 


The  following  services  are  available: — 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES: 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  undertakes 
free  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other  speci- 
mens for  Local  Authorities. 

Food  and  drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  and  their  officers  submit  samples  for  examination  by  the 
County  Analyst. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES: 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  district  operates  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council,  with  the  help  of  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  acting  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance 
Depot  is  situated  at  Ellesmere  Port. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME: 

Two  full-time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direction 
of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port,  and  an  additional  one 
in  Little  Sutton. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES: 

These  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  York  Road, 
Ellesmere  Port;  the  Welfare  Centre,  Little  Sutton;  the  Community 
Centre,  Overpool,  and  the  Village  Hall,  Incc. 

Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clin'cs 
are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at  Ellesmere 
Port. 

A School  Clinic  with  Dental  Services  is  also  held  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  Ellesmere  Port. 
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HOSPITALS: 


The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the  town 
for  most  purposes  . 


MATERNITY: 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  maternity  home  at  Heswall. 


MIDWIVES: 

There  are  five  mid  wives  practising  in  the  district,  all  of  whom 
are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 


SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT: 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority 
to  apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County 
Council  Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of 
care  and  attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much 
time  and  patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety 
of  health  workers,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  compulsory 
removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from  their  homes.  A number 
of  such  cases  were  investigated,  and  were  recommended  for 
accommodation  in  Hospitals  or  County  Council  Hostels,  and 
agreed  to  removal.  One  application  for  compulsory  removal  was 
made  in  the  case  of  an  elderly  lady  suffering  from  Pneumonia, 
who  lived  by  herself,  had  no  one  to  look  after  her,  and  refused 
her  doctor’s  advice  to  go  into  hospital. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

G. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

3 

3 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

15 

3 

18 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

20 

37 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

12 

29 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

51 

29 

84 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

4 

9 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases  

9 

19 

28 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

5 

5 

10 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

11 

13 

24 

24. 

Bronchitis  

16 

3 

19 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

2G. 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

3 

- — 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea  

- — - 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases  ... 

14 

14 

28 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

9 

1 

10 

34. 

All  other  Accidents  

5 

4 

9 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

188 

144 

332 
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all  ages 


Sanitary  Circumstances 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  mains  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  supply  the 
entire  area,  and  from  them  there  is  a plentiful  supply. 

The  water  is  laid  into  the  houses,  with  the  following  excep- 
tion: two  cottages  at  Great  Sutton  served  by  one  stand-pipe.  A 
number  of  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Ince  also  obtain  a supply 
through  stand-pipes,  the  remainder  having  piped  water  laid  into 
the  houses. 

The  water  throughout  the  district  is  piped  from  the  pumping 
stations  at  Hooton,  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth;  also  the  new 
Treatment  Works  at  Great  Sutton,  which  were  brought  into 
commission  in  January,  1958,  and  receives  water  from  the  River 
Dee.  Complaints  were  received  during  the  summer  months  of  the 
taste  of  this  water,  which,  although  quite  fit  for  human  consump- 
tion, had  an  earthy  taste  affecting  its  palatability.  Softening 
operations  have  been  temporarily  suspended  at  the  Hooton  Pump- 
ing Station,  as  well  as  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth. 

During  the  year  63  samples  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  and  nine  samples  for  Chemical  Analysis,  from  the 
flamed  tap  in  the  softening  house  of  the  three  pumping  stations 
and  the  Treatment  Works  at  Great  Sutton. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  a sample  of  water  taken  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  from  the  pumping  station  at  Sutton 
Hall  on  the  17th  August,  1960,  and  this  is  a fair  specimen  of  the 
average  result  from  all  63  samples  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water 
sent  to  an  independent  Analyst  for  examination,  daily  samples 
are  also  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  by  the  Board’s 
own  chemist  and  analyst. 

Similarly  appended  is  a copy  of  the  analyst’s  report  on  the 
Chemical  Analysis  of  a sample  taken  from  the  pumping  station 
at  Mouldsworth  on  the  13th  September,  1960.  All  samples  taken 
from  the  Water  Board’s  pumping  stations  were  hard  in  character, 
though  not  to  a degree  which  could  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
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Bacteriological  Report 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 

♦ 


Received:  17.8.60  from  WEST  CHESHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 

Labelled : Sutton  Hall  Treatment  Works. 

Date:  17.8.60  08.45  hrs.  Taken  by:  B.  Charlton. 

Witness  : Signed  : B.  Charlton. 


1 day  at  37°C  2daysat37°C  3 days  at  20°C-22°C 


Number  of  Colonies 

developing  on  Agar : 1 per  ml.  2 per  ml.  4 per  ml. 


Present 

Absent 

Probable 

in 

from 

Number 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Reaction  — ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli  (Type  1) 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  a very 
satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a wholesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


23rd  August,  1960. 


(Signed)  GORDON  MILES. 
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Chemical  Analysis 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  Water  received  on  13.9.60  from  WEST 
CHESHIRE  WATER  ROARD,  labelled : Mouldsworth  Pumping 
Station. 

Taken  by  : R.  Charlton.  Witness  : Date  : 13.9.60  1.05  hrs. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  : Clear  and  bright 
Colour:  Nil 
pH:  7.5 

Electric  Conductivity  : 1080 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  : 250 


Turbidity  : Nil 
Odour : Very  faint  chlorinous 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  11 
Total  Solids:  720 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  : 205 


Hardness  : Total  305  Carbonate  205  Non-Carbonate  100 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  : 2.9  Nitrite  Nitrogen  : Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  : 0.000  Oxygen  Absorbed  : 0.00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  0.000  Residual  Chlorine:  0.07 

Metals  : Iron,  Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  and  Manganese  : Absent 


REPORT 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals. 
The  water  is  very  hard  in  character,  but  not  excessively  so,  an  1 
has  a high  but  not  excessive  content  of  mineral  constituents.  It  is 
of  very  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


(Signed)  GORDON  MILES. 

22nd  September,  1960. 
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The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Engineer 
to  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

1.  Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply: 

None. 

2.  Improvements  to  existing  source  of  public  supply: 

None. 


3.  Any  important  extensions  of  mains: 

Further  extensions  of  mains  have  been  carried  out  on 
the  North  Whitby  Estate  and  to  certain  private  estates. 


4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity: 

Yes.  Routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  have 
been  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year,  and  have 
been  satisfactory.  However,  for  a short  period  during  the 
summer  taste  troubles  were  experienced.  Considerable  re- 
search into  this  problem  has  been  carried  out,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  obviate  this  in  future. 

5.  Is  any  part  of  the  district  in  need  of  an  improved  water  supply? 

The  position  for  the  Borough  is  satisfactory. 


6.  Information  as  to  the  resumption,  or  otherwise,  of  water 

softening  treatment  for  domestic  supply: 

River  Dee  water  is  now  supplied  to  a large  part  of  the 
Borough.  It  was  not  possible  to  resume  softening  of  the 
borehole  supplies  during  the  year,  but  it  is  intended  to  do  so 
when  the  existing  plant  has  been  reconstructed. 

7.  The  average  consumption  per  head  per  day  is  estimated  to  be: 

Potable  Unmetered  34  gallons 

Metered  23  gallons 

Non-Potable  57  gallons 


114  gallons 
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Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  obtained  in  the  Borough  of 
Ellesmere  Port  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1960. 

LIST  OF  SAMPLES  OBTAINED  IN  THE  ELLESMERE  PORT 
MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1960 

No.  adulterated  or  not 
Name  of  Sample  No.  up  to  the  recognised 

obtained  standard  of  quality 

Apples  (American) 1 0 

Butter  1 0 

Baking  Powder  1 0 

Borax  B.P 1 0 

Buttersnap  1 0 

Cyder  1 0 

Cheddar  Cheese  N.Z 2 0 

Cheese,  Danish  Blue  1 0 

Cheese,  Dutch  Edam  2 0 

Curried  Chicken  and  Mushrooms  ...  1 0 

Cream  ...  1 0 

Cochineal  . 1 0 

Coffee  Flavour  1 0 

Epsom  Salts  B.P 1 0 

Flour  S.R 2 0 

Fruit  Chutney  1 0 

Gelatine  Powdered 1 0 

Ice  Cream  1 0 

Iced  Lolly  1 0 

Irish  Stew  1 0 

Jam  Raspberry  1 0 

Jelly  Table  2 0 

Jam  Strawberry  1 0 

Lard  2 0 

Milk  72  3 

Margarine  1 0 

Mustard  1 0 

Meat  Paste  ...  1 0 

Milk  Condensed  Skimmed  Sweetened  1 0 

Non-brewed  Condiment 1 0 

Orange  Cordial  1 0 

Perry  1 0 

Peaches  - tinned  1 0 

Potted  Beef  with  butter 1 0 

Pears  - Italian  1 0 

Pepper  White  1 0 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  - Tinned  ...  1 0 

Rum  1 0 

Sausages  - Pork  1 0 

Sweets  (Sweet  Cigarettes)  1 0 

Sherry  Trifle ...  1 1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding  1 0 

Salad  Cream  1 0 

Vinegar  - Malt  1 0 

Whisky  3 0 


123  4 
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ELLESMERE  PORT  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard 


No.  Sample 


Result  of  Analysis 


Remarks 


1.  Channel  Islands  Milk  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the 

extent  of  7.5  per  cent. 


Producer 

cautioned. 


2.  Milk  Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk  No  action. 

deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  1.1  per  cent. 


3.  Milk 

4.  Sherry  Trifle 


Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk  No  action, 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.5  per  cent. 

Does  not  conform  to  Manufacturer 

Labelling  of  Food  Order — cautioned, 

positive  declaration  of 
ingredients. 
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ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

- 1 9 6 0 - 


To:  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 

THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  department  in  relation  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  and 
inspection  of  the  Borough  as  applicable  to  die  position  of  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  year  has  been  busy,  indicating  the  increasing  duties  and 
responsibilities,  and  no  doubt  wiil  continue  to  do  so  in  step  with 
the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  the  district. 

Progress  has  been  maintained  with  the  Westminster  Ward 
Improvement  Scheme,  and  the  Borough  Council,  who  now  feel 
the  time  is  opportune,  have  given  instructions  to  its  officers  to 
prepare  and  submit  a report  on  draft  proposals  for  the  com- 
prehensive re-development  of  the  Ward.  Ihis  will  entail  con- 
sideration to  probable  acdon  for  the  future  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  as  to  unfit  properties. 

The  winter  of  1961  wiil  see  the  coming  into  operation  of  three 
Smoke  Control  Areas,  and  there  will  obviously  have  to  be  a pause 
before  any  further  proposals  can  be  submitted. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  devote  time  to  each  section 
as  found  possible,  and  so  ensure  some  attention  is  being  given  to 
the  various  problems  as  they  arise.  This  method  in  itself  is  not 
considered  satisfactory,  resulting  as  it  does  in  the  amount  of 
routine  work  being  insufficient  to  that  which  should  be  undertaken. 
Nevertheless,  the  position  is  controlled  by  the  number  of  staff 
available  for  the  purpose. 

There  have  been  no  staff  changes  during  the  year,  and  two 
further  car  allowances  have  been  granted,  which  will  prove  to  be 
of  benefit. 

The  compilation  of  an  Annual  Report  is  not  considered  an 
easy  matter  if  new  material  is  to  be  included,  as  also-  the  need  to 
avoid  repetition  year  by  year.  Every  endeavour,  therefore,  has 
again  been  made  to  provide  an  interesting  report  as  well  as 
statistical,  and  it  is  hoped  a perusal  will  give  some  indication  of 
the  scope  and  duties  undertaken. 

I would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the  members  of  Health 
Committee  and  Borough  Council  for  the  confidence  and  consider- 
ation shown  to  me,  also  to  the  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  support, 
without  whom  this  report  could  not  have  been  possible.  I also 
desire  to  express  appreciation  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Chief 
Officers  for  their  help  given  to  me  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  TUFT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Number 

Dwelling  Houses  (General) 

341 

Dwelling  Houses  (Slum  Clearance)  . . 

167 

Housing  (Applications  to  aquire  and  Inspections) 

65 

Housing  (Sale  of  Corporation  Houses 

and  Inspections) 

24 

Housing  (Application  for  Improvement  Grants 

and  Inspections) 

255 

Housing  (Westminster  Ward  Scheme) 

415 

Rent  Act,  1957 

65 

Reinspections  to  work  in  progress  . . 

879 

Rehousing  Priority  Applications — Inspections  . . 

117 

Other  Visits  . . 

128 

Schools 

48 

Moveable  Dwellings 

42 

Slaughterhouse 

440 

Food  Premises — General 

533 

Mobile  Traders  . . 

79 

Public  Market 

98 

School  Canteens 

19 

Factory  Canteens 

94 

Licenced  Premises 

26 

Milk  Distributors 

86 

Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Eamination : 

1— Milk 

31 

2 — Ice-cream 

34 

3 — Other  Foods  . . 

— 

4 — Rinse  Water  (Catering  Est.) 

4 

5 — Swabs  (Equipment) 

8 

6 — Drinking  Water 

25 

7 — Swimming  Pool  Water 

10 

Factories : Mechanical  . . 

61 

Non-mechanical 

11 

Water  Supply 

156 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Smoke  Observations  . . 

114 

Special  Observations  . . 

42 

Industrial  Plant 

100 

Smoke  Filter  and 

SOa  Apparatus 

507 

Smoke  Control  Area 

1789 

Dust  Bins 

887 

Sewage  Installations 

47 

Drainage  Inspections 

348 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

271 

Piggeries 

49 

Infectious  Diseases : Enquiries 

61 

Other  Visits 

58 

Disinfections  . . 

15 

Specimens  submitted  for 

Bacteriological  Eamination: 

1— Faeces 

44 

2 — Swabs 

18 

Pest  Control:  1 — Inspections  and  Disinfestations 

1803 

Shops  Act  . . 

87 

Pet  Animals  Act 

6 

Barbers  and  Hairdressers 

15 

References  to  other  Departments  and 

717 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

Interviews  . . 

741 

Refuse  Disposal 

101 

Offensive  Accumulations 

25 

TOTAL 

12106 
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Housing 

Housing,  with  its  many  and  varied  problems,  has  continued 
to  exercise  the  close  attention  of  the  department  during  the  year, 
with  a number  of  problems  still  to  be  resolved. 

It  cannot  be  too  forcibly  emphasised  of  the  responsibility  in 
this  important  work,  and  of  the  need  to  exercise  the  closest  scrutiny 
of  housing  development,  otherwise  statutory  obligations  as  are 
devolved  upon  the  department  will  not  receive  the  attention  as 
envisaged. 

The  Local  Authority  have  an  important  function  in  the  field 
of  housing  by  ascertaining  from  time  to  time  by  an  inspection  of 
the  district  whether  any  house  is  unfit,  as  also  to  consider  the 
general  housing  conditions  of  the  area  and  of  the  need  with  respect 
to  the  provision  of  housing  accommodation.  These  two  main 
functions  are  quite  apart  from  other  responsibilities  such  as  over- 
crowding, etc.  It  is  readily  recognised  that  the  Borough  Council 
have  always  been  fully  cognizant  of  their  duties,  as  may  be  amply 
illustrated  by  the  number  of  Corporation  dwellings  built  in  the 
post-war  years,  and  of  their  desire  to  further  improve  the  standard 
of  older  property. 

Whilst  there  are  a number  of  houses  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
district  which  are  lacking  in  modern  amenities,  the  standard  of 
housing  generally  is  quite  good,  and  a further  appraisal  of  the 
position  to  cover  future  years  in  Slum  Clearance  is  to  be  under- 
taken as  soon  as  possible. 

The  problems  associated  with  slum  clearance  rehousing  pro- 
posals still  remain  in  respect  of  the  Little  Sutton  and  Childer 
Thornton  areas.  Whilst  it  can  be  appreciated  of  the  desire  of  the 
people  concerned  to  remain  in  the  particular  locality  in  which  they 
have  resided  for  many  years,  the  question  of  the  rehousing 
particularly  in  the  latter  instance,  presents  a problem  which  is 
nigh  insurmountable,  and  in  view  of  the  delay  which  is  being  in- 
curred the  position  will  have  to  be  reconsidered.  One  is  loathe  to 
destroy  the  character  of  what  might  be  described  as  a part  of  a 
village,  but  the  fact  remains  that  people  are  living  under  conditions 
which  require  to  be  removed  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  action  of  the  Local  Authority  in  initiating  its  slum 
clearance  proposals  is  based  solely  on  the  removal  of  bad  housing 
conditions  and  to  offer  to  the  people  concerned  something  of  a 
standard  that  they  are  justly  entitled  to  and  which  has  previously 
been  denied  to  them.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  a few  of  the 
tenants  are  in  agreement  to  move  to  another  area,  but  to  empty 
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property  without  the  whole  does  require  careful  consideration 
because  of  a further  deterioration  in  conditions  generally,  never- 
theless these  people  have  become  most  despondent  and  wonder 
if  rehousing  means  something  to  take  place  in  distant  years. 

Commencement  of  rehousing  under  slum  clearance  procedure 
in  the  village  of  Ince  became  an  accomplished  fact  during  the  year, 
as  was  foreshadowed  in  the  last  report.  In  this  connection  it  was 
found  necessary  to  issue  a special  report  for  the  consideration  of 
Housing  Committee,  as  it  will  be  recalled  the  old  houses  have  to 
be  demolished  as  building  proceeds,  for  development  of  this  site 
depends  to  a great  extent  on  the  use  of  land  already  built  upon. 
The  recommendations  in  the  report  were  approved,  and  rehousing 
commenced  without  friction.  The  keenness  shewn  in  moving  into 
the  new  dwellings  gave  a feeling  of  satisfaction  to  all  concerned, 
for  it  has  been  long  awaited.  Completion  of  the  contract  has  been 
delayed,  but  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year.  This  area 
will  present  an  entire  new  look  when  the  buildings  have  teen 
finished  without,  it  is  felt,  detracting  from  the  rural  setting. 

Whilst  the  number  of  grant  applications  shew  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  it  is  still  considered  that  the  fullest  use  of 
the  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  private  dwellings  is  not  being 
made,  although  there  is  no  known  reason  why  this  should  be  the 
case.  Some  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  eventually  to  make 
basic  improvements  obligatory,  otherwise  there  will  always  be 
some  occupiers  of  property  without  these  essential  amenities.  It 
is  most  noticeable  that  a number  of  dwellings  when  becoming 
vacant  remain  so  for  a considerable  period,  implying  they  are  for 
sale  only  with  vacant  possession  and  are  not  again  available  for 
letting.  This  could  be  an  asset,  but  only  if  the  dwellings  are 
quickly  brought  up  to  a modern  standard  and  put  into  use.  On  the 
other  hand  potential  units  are  lying  dormant,  which  is  wasteful 
and  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Borough. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  anomaly 
regarding  the  provision  of  an  internal  W.C.  under  the  Standard 
Grant  scheme,  with  the  hope  expressed  it  would  soon  be  resolved. 
The  problem  was  also  raised  with  the  Ministry,  who  were  unable 
to  offer  any  assistance  in  the  matter.  Apparently  a new  Public 
Health  Bill  is  at  present  before  Parliament,  and  a provision  is  to 
be  made  whereby  an  applicant  for  grant  may  include  for  an 
internal  W.C.  notwithstanding  the  existing  is  contiguous  with  the 
dwelling.  This  step  will  be  welcomed  by  every  local  authority, 
and  not  least  of  all  the  people  who  want  it  and  could  never  under- 
stand why  it  had  to  be  refused. 

A second  scheme  of  improvement  and  repair  to  seven  houses 
in  the  Borough  Council’s  Westminster  Ward  has  been  prepared 
and  approval  received  from  the  Ministry.  It  is  expected  that  within 
the  near  future  it  will  be  possible  for  tenders  to  be  invited  to  carry 
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out  the  work,  and  completion  effected  during  1961.  A third 
scheme  has  also  been  prepared  involving  eleven  dwellings,  and 
the  hope  is  expressed  this  will  soon  be  submitted  for  approval. 

A nearby  authority  expressed  interest  in  the  Council’s  scheme 
for  the  acquisition  and  improvement  of  dwellings,  and  a delegation 
paid  a visit,  when  they  were  welcomed  by  the  Worshipful  the 
Mayor  and  Health  Chairman,  along  with  the  officers. 

The  Housing  Committee  during  the  year  expressed  concern 
at  the  condition  of  eight  of  their  houses  situate  adjacent  to  the 
Gasworks  in  Cromwell  Road  in  the  Central  Ward,  and  instructed 
its  officers  to  prepare  and  submit  a scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  these  houses,  together  with  their  connection  to  the  public  sewer 
situate  some  distance  from  the  property.  The  houses  are  not  unfit 
for  habitation,  but  that  in  any  scheme  of  improvement  require  a 
re-arrangement  of  existing  amenities,  which  is  desirable  but  not 
essential;  drainage  is  by  a septic  tank  and  filter  bed.  These 
dwellings  were  constructed  some  thirty  years  or  more  ago  by  the 
Council  for  employees  at  the  Works,  which  were  then  owned  by 
the  Council,  and  are  in  keeping  with  many  others  built  at  about 
the  same  time.  Their  main  fault  lies  in  their  location  being  so 
close  to  industry  and  isolated  from  other  domestic  development, 
and  it  is  unfortunate  the  informal  discussions  to  dispose  of  them 
to  an  industrial  undertaking  proved  to  be  abortive.  The  expendi- 
ture of  any  appreciable  monies  would  really  not  be  worthwhile 
but  that  the  life  of  the  property  be  considerably  curtailed. 

In  connection  with  Slum  Clearance,  reports  were  submitted  in 

respect  of  the  following  houses: — 

73/79  Red  Lion  Lane,  Little  Sutton; 

47/53  Chester  Road,  Whitby,  Ellesmere  Port; 

1 and  2 Monastery  Cottages,  and 
Wellington  Bungalow^  Ince; 

1/23  Sunnyside  Pontoon,  Ellesmere  Port. 

All  were  dealt  with  informally  and  embraced  thirty-four 
dwellings.  Rehousing  of  thirty  families  has  been  undertaken  by 
the  Corporation,  with  one  family  obtaining  their  own  alternative 
accommodation.  The  remaining  cases  will  be  rehoused  during  the 
coming  year. 

Demolition  of  the  property  and  clearance  of  the  site  at  Sunny- 
side  Pontoon  and  Red  Lion  Lane  has  been  completed.  Other 
property  demolished  included  two  units  at  Vale  Road,  previously 
the  subject  of  informal  action,  also  a terrace  of  eight  dwellings 
in  Dock  Street.  This  latter  area  has  now  been  redeveloped,  making 
a useful  contribution  to  that  locality,  for  the  site  otherwise  could 
well  have  become  just  derelict  and  a veritable  eyesore. 

No  undertakings  have  been  rescinded,  although  one  applica- 
tion is  under  consideration. 
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Three  houses  are  now  vacant  in  the  terrace  of  four  dwellings 
situate  in  Queen  Street  in  the  Westminster  Ward,  and  it  is  hoped 
to  offer  accommodation  to  the  last  case  when  the  flats  in  the  same 
locality  are  completed  towards  the  latter  part  of  1961.  This  site 
will  then  be  available  for  housing  redevelopment. 

In  connection  with  Improvement  Grants,  apart  from  enquiries 
made,  twenty  applications  were  received— one  in  respect  of  Dis- 
cretionary Grant  and  nineteen  for  Standard  Grant;  one  of  the  latter 
was  refused.  The  total  amount  for  approval  and  payment  made 
totalled  £1,283.  3s.  lid.  These  figures  indicate  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  Fourteen  of  the  Standard  Grant  cases  were 
for  the  five  amenities. 

Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  eight  cases 
following  application  by  sitting  tenants  to  purchase  their  Corpora- 
tion houses,  with,  several  items  of  works  of  repair,  as  shewn  in  a 
schedule,  being  carried  out  before  the  sale  was  completed. 

Inspections  have  continued  to  be  made  in  respect  of  applica- 
tion to  the  Corporation  for  an  advance  under  the  Housing  Acts 
to  acquire  privately  owned  property.  This  arrangement,  whereby 
applicants  must  complete  all  necessary  repairs  before  an  advance 
is  made,  is  considered  satisfactory  and  does  ensure  the  dwellings 
are  brought  to  a good  state  of  repair.  The  number  of  houses  so 
inspected  totalled  thirty-four. 

The  number  of  Corporation  houses  constructed  during  the 
year,  from  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor, was  two  hundred  and  sixty.  This  indicates  a further 
decrease  over  last  year’s  figure.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise,  being  an  increase  of 
thirty-four  over  the  previous  year.  The  scheme  for  the  rehousing 
of  overspill  from  the  City  of  Liverpool  continues  in  operation. 

Cases  of  overcrowding,  or  application  for  rehousing  priority 
in  respect  of  other  health  reasons,  are  investigated  and  reported 
upon  to  the  Housing  (Estates)  Sub-Committee  as  found  necessary. 
In  this  connection  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  were  so  in- 
vestigated, and  of  this  number  forty-six  were  offered  Corporation 
accommodation. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  for  close  co-operation  with  the 
Housing  Manager  and  his  staff,  which  is  considered  to  be  most 
essential  in  the  complex  problem  of  housing. 

The  position  of  the  department  with  the  Corporation  dwelling 
is  no  different  from  that  which  obtains  with  the  private  owner  of 
property,  and  complaints  as  made  must  receive  attention.  A special 
report  is  being  submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  by  the 
Housing  Manager  in  relation  to  the  delay  which  appears  to  occur 
in  the  carrying  out  of  certain  repairs  to  Corporation  dwellings. 
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In  respect  of  works  of  repair  to  private  property,  one  hundred 
and  seventy  informal  notices,  together  with  six  Abatement  Notices 
were  served  upon  owners  of  domestic  property,  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  connection  with  the  existence  of 
Statutory  Nuisances.  Two  of  these  notices  were  complied  with, 
although  it  was  necessary  to  issue  Warning  Letters  intimating  that 
legal  proceedings  would  be  instituted  unless  the  Notice,  which  had 
been  served,  was  completed  without  delay.  Such  letters  are  only 
sent  after  the  time  stated  in  the  Notice  has  expired  without  the 
work  being  commenced. 

It  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  the  four  re- 
maining cases,  and  Abatement  Orders  were  made  in  each  instance. 
Due  to  the  particular  circumstances  prevailing  in  one  of  these  cases 
aie  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  in  exercise  of  default 
powers. 

A great  deal  of  housing  repair  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
owners  through  informal  action  by  the  department,  for  in  the  main 
property  owners  and  agents  do  endeavour  to  meet  their  respon- 
sibilities to  carry  out  any  necessary  repairs  whenever  they  find  it 
possible  to  do  so. 

In  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  two 
applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair.  The  work 
was  completed  in  one  of  the  cases  after  the  service  of  Notice  of 
Intention,  with  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  being  issued  in  the  other 
case. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act  is  virtually  non 
existent,  implying  there  must  be  a measure  of  satisfaction  by  the 
tenants  in  cases  where  there  has  been  a rent  increase. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  to  property  during  the  year 
was  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  of  which  sixty-six  were  supplied 
subject  to  an  annual  charge  made  upon  the  property.  Seventeen 
undertakings  were  cancelled  by  the  Committee  on  receiving  a 
report  in  each  instance.  Action  is  only  taken  by  the  department 
on  Annual  Charge  as  a result  of  the  non-compliance  with  an  in- 
formal notice  served  upon  the  owner,  requiring  him  to  provide  a 
dustbin  within  fourteen  days,  or  on  the  initial  request  of  owners 
of  property.  The  total  number  of  bins  so  supplied  since  the  scheme 
was  inaugurated  in  June,  1950,  to  the  31st  December,  1960,  is 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-one.  This  is  considered  to  be  most 
satisfactory. 

The  annual  charge  for  all  new  undertakings  is  7/6d. 

The  type  of  dustbin  in  use  in  the  Borough  is  the  B.S.S.2^ 
cubic  feet. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
supplies. 


A special  report  was  submitted  to  Health  Committee  in  the 
early  part  of  1961  in  respect  of  the  probable  use  of  the  paper  sack 
in  lieu  of  the  traditional  type  dustbin  for  the  storage  of  refuse 
whilst  awaiting  collection,  it  was  recommended  in  the  report  to 
refer  the  proposal  to  Public  Works  Committee  as  the  Committee 
responsible  for  this  work,  but  before  doing  so  Health  Committee 
and  Council  gave  instruction  for  further  investigations  to  be  carried 
out.  This  was  done,  culminating  in  members  being  issued  with 
holders  of  free-standing  type  and  a supply  of  paper  sacks  to  be 
used  at  their  own  homes  on  test  under  varying  conditions.  A him 
show  and  talk  was  also  arranged,  and  took  place  in  the  Civic  Hall 
with  all  members  and  officers  of  the  Council  present,  when  a most 
useful  discussion  took  place. 

Consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  operation  of  a pilot 
scheme  embracing  several  hundred  Corporation  dwellings  in  the 
North  Whitby  Housing  Estate  which,  if  approved,  will  be  under- 
taken in  conjunction  with  the  Council  by  the  management  of  a 
Multi-wall  Paper  Sack  Factory  situate  in  the  Borough.  Their  co- 
operation is  much  appreciated. 

It  is  esential,  however,  that  there  shall  be  adequate  publicity 
in  any  such  scheme  to  ensure  the  fullest  co-operation  and  support 
is  obtained  of  all  the  householders  in  the  area. 

There  are  obvious  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a public  health 
point  of  view  in  the  operation  of  the  paper  sack  system  which 
could  well  over-ride  objections  which  may  be  made  in  any  in- 
creased cost  of  the  new  system. 

At  the  present  time  serious  difficulties  are  being  experienced 
in  an  endeavour  to  maintain  a weekly  collection,  which  is  all- 
important,  so  that  the  use  of  the  paper  sack  could  quite  easily  go 
a long  way  to  resolve  this  problem. 

The  support  and  encouragement  given  by  the  Council  was 
most  stimulating.  It  is  also  readily  acknowledged  and  appreciated 
of  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor who  is  the  responsible  officer  for  the  service.  This  kind  of 
team  spirit  is  of  great  value  in  the  environmental  field,  and  cer- 
tainly makes  for  a progressive  outlook  with  benefit  to  everyone. 

Apart  from  letters  of  complaint  received  requesting  an  inspec- 
tion of  premises,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  verbal  complaints 
were  made  at  the  office.  This  shows  a decrease  over  the  previous 
year.  In  addition,  many  enquiries  are  made  to  the  department  for 
advice,  etc.,  in  respect  of  numerous  items  as  arise  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  or  other  matters  of  a charactcer 
affecting  our  work. 
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Six  hundred  applications  were  dealt  with  for  Search  Certi- 
ficates by  means  of  memoranda  through  the  Town  Clerk’s  De- 
partment. This  shews  a decrease  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
since  the  last  report. 


Moveable  Dwellings. — Control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  passed 
from  the  Public  Health  Act  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  necessitating 
a change  in  procedure  in  dealing  with  applications. 

The  Planning  Committee  are  now  charged  with  granting,  or 
refusing,  planning  consent  with  Health  Committee  responsible  for 
the  issue  of  site  licences  following  the  decision  made  on  the 
planning  aspect.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the  Ministry 
in  respect  of  the  conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  site  licences, 
and  the  Council  have  agreed  to  impose  these  conditions. 

Three  applications  have  been  received  with  approval  for  site 
licences.  These,  in  each  instance,  will  limit  the  use  of  the  site  to 
one  caravan.  The  conditions  prevailing  are  satisfactory. 


Water  Supply. — Complaints  were  again  received  in  respect  of 
the  discolouration  and  palatability  of  the  water  supply,  which  for 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  apparently  obtained  from  the  River 
Dee. 

Following  the  representations  made  to  the  Water  Board  by 
the  Council  as  previously  mentioned,  certain  measures  were  de- 
cided upon  by  them  to  combat  the  probable  causes  giving  rise  to 
the  complaints.  Whilst  there  still  remains  instances  of  discoloura- 
tion the  position  generally  appears  much  improved,  although 
Committee  are  still  not  altogether  satisfied  and  require  further 
information  from  the  Water  Board  upon  the  position. 

Discolouration  on  occasion  has  been  excessive  and  of  great 
concern  to  the  public,  who  do  not  appreciate  having  to  decant  the 
water  before  use  for  drinking  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  incon- 
venience and  trouble  caused  particularly  during  any  such  occur- 
rence that  takes  place,  for  example  on  a wash-day. 

It  is  therefore  considered  incumbent  that  the  Board  shall  keep 
the  department  aware  of  any  new  developments. 
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Every  endeavour  has  again  been  made  in  the  fulfilment  of  the 
responsibilities  of  Food  and  Drugs  administration  as  are  devolved 
on  a local  authority,  and  in  this  connection  five  hundred  and 
thirty-three  visits  have  been  made,  with  forty-three  informal  notices 
served  upon  the  owners. 

The  co-operation  with  the  food  trades  generally  has  been 
maintained,  with  its  resultant  benefits  to  everyone,  and  which  can 
only  be  further  strengthened  by  adequate  routine  inspection  of  all 
types  of  premises.  The  number  of  premises  so  inspected  show  a 
decrease  over  the  previous  year  due  to  pressure  of  work  in  the 
department 

The  arrangement  has  continued  whereby  plans  deposited  with 
the  Council  for  new  buildings,  which  include  shops,  etc.,  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  department  for  observations  before  approval  by  the 
Planning  Committee.  This  system  has  proved  to  be  invaluable, 
although  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  a great  amount  of 
time  is  given  on  consultations  and  inspections  with  such  proposals, 
which  of  course  must  of  necessity  reflect  adversely  on  other  work. 
In  many  instances  amendments  are  required,  although  it  has  now 
become  a practice  in  the  light  of  previous  experience  for  architects 
to  submit  draft  proposals  to  the  department  before  final  plans  are 
deposited  for  approval.  This  is  certainly  appreciated,  enabling 
amendments  of  a structural  character  to  be  made  which  otherwise 
could  be  impossible  in  any  final  scheme. 

Several  new  projects  have  been  completed  during  the  year, 
including  new  shops  on  the  Civic  Centre,  also  the  completion  of 
the  Council’s  new  shops  on  the  North  Whitby  Housing  Estate. 

There  is  a tendency  in  the  design  of  new  shops  to  have  as 
large  a sales  area  as  possible,  leaving  a much  reduced  space  at 
the  rear  which  is  not  only  utilised  for  storage  and  making  up,  but 
also  for  provision  of  essential  amenities.  This  trend  is  not 
altogether  one  to  be  commended  by  the  department,  but  as  long 
as  tnere  will  be  no  contraventions  there  is  nothing  one  can  do 
about  the  position.  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports 
that  legislation  only  provides  for  a minimum  standard,  below 
which  it  would  constitute  an  offence.  Therefore  it  is  considered 
that  in  the  planning  of  new  premises  particularly  a more  progres- 
sive outlook  is  required  to  the  local  authority  viewpoint. 

The  self-service  type  of  business  has  been  further  extended, 
and  some  excellent  schemes  from  a food  hygiene  point  of  view 
are  in  operation.  There  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  this  type  of 
business  is  firmly  established  and  popular  with  the  public. 
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Two  food  businesses  were  closed  during  the  year  as  a result 
of  representations  made  by  the  department  following  reports  of 
unsatisfactory  conditions  as  a result  of  routine  inspection.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  such  action  had  to  be  taken,  but  owing  to  the 
complexities  involved,  and  the  cost  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  out 
structural  matters  as  were  required,  there  was  no  other  course 
available  to  the  occupiers  concerned. 

A complaint  was  received  from  a housewife  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  cake  which  contained  particles  of  glass.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  County  Council,  as  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  by  them  with 
corroborative  evidence  being  given  by  a member  of  the  inspectorial 
staff. 


The  policy  of  the  department  in  respect  of  refrigeration  has 
been  maintained,  and  a number  of  excellent  schemes  are  in  opera- 
tion. Temperature  control  has  been  stressed  year  by  year, 
particularly  in  our  food  educational  work,  and  the  support  and 
co-operation  afforded  by  the  trade  has  been  most  encouraging. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  forty-five  premises  in  the 
Borough  registered  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  comprise: 
storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  84;  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice-cream  3;  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  preserved  foods  58. 

Eight  new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year,  six  in 
respect  of  ice-cream  and  two  for  preserved  foods.  One  notification 
was  received  in  respect  of  change  of  occupancy,  the  business 
remaining  as  previously  registered. 

It  is  surprising  that  the  food  legislation  does  not  provide  for 
the  automatic  removal  from  the  register  of  premises  when  the 
business  for  which  they  have  been  registered  has  ceased.  Such  a 
provision  would  only  be  in  line  with  that  of  the  milk  regulations 
and  enable  local  authorities  to  keep  a more  accurate  register. 

Activity  has  continued  to  increase  in  the  use  of  the  mobile 
shop,  and  twelve  new  applications  were  received  for  registration 
of  Hawkers  of  Food  within  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953.  These  related  to  seven  for 
greengrocery  and  five  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  total  number 
so  registered  is  forty-one,  made  up  as  follows:  bread  and  con- 
fectionery 10;  greengrocery  14;  grocery  3;  meat  and  fish  1;  ice- 
cream 12.  These  vehicles  are  inspected  at  varying  intervals,  and 
the  total  number  of  live  businesses  appears  to  be  thirty-five.  An 
approach  has  been  made  to  enquire  of  voluntary  cancellation  of 
registration  should  the  trade  have  been  discontinued  and  likely  to 
remain  so  within  the  immediate  future  period. 
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The  majority  of  traders,  so  registered,  operate  from  premises 
situate  outside  the  Borough.  There  are,  of  course,  a number  of 
vehicles  which  do  not  require  registration,  being  used  by  local 
tradespeople. 

Inspection  of  vehicles  is  undertaken  at  varying  intervals  in 
order  to  ensure  compliance  is  being  maintained  with  the  regula- 
tions, etc.,  and  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

Regular  visits  to  the  Council’s  six-day  market  for  the  purpose 
of  the  inspection  of  food  stalls  has  been  made,  with  maintenance 
work  being  carried  out  as  required. 


Food  Hygiene. — The  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Com- 
mittee has  continued  to  play  its  important  role,  and  two  meetings 
have  been  held. 

Members  of  this  Committee  represent  all  branches  of  the  food 
trades,  and  the  Chairman  for  the  year  under  review  remained  as 
previously:  Mr.  F.  Burrows,  Wholesale  Butcher,  Heath  Lane, 
Little  Sutton. 

The  matters  which  have  been  under  consideration  include 
lectures  to  food  handlers;  use  of  sawdust  on  floors  in  food 
premises;  bubbly  gum  machines;  food  hygiene  handbook,  which 
has  now  been  agreed  upon  and  will  be  ready  towards  the  end  of 
the  coming  year;  animals  in  food  shops,  and  mobile  trading. 

Lectures  in  food  hygiene  were  undertaken  during  the  winter 
months  for  new  entrants  into  the  service,  and  others  who  for  some 
reason  or  other  had  not  completed  the  full  course  of  four  lectures. 
Certificates  were  issued  to  fifty  personnel. 

Advantage  was  again  taken  during  the  year  to  obtain  from  the 
Ministry  a supply  of  food  hygiene  educational  publicity  material. 
Posters  and  poster-strips  were  distributed  to  selected  premises 
throughout  the  Borough,  in  addition  to  the  use  of  Notice  Boards 
for  public  display. 

Whilst  the  work  in  food  hygiene  and  food  handling  generally 
remains  unspectacular,  but  yet  of  great  importance,  it  does  appear 
that  it  apparently  will  not  awaken  the  close  interest  of  the  general 
public,  who  could  in  themselves  achieve  far  more  quickly  what 
others  spend  years  in  endeavouring  to  do  for  them. 


Licensed  Premises. — A survey  of  this  type  of  food  business 
has  been  commenced  with  twenty-one  inspections  being  made  for 
the  purpose.  Works  of  alteration,  including  improvements  and 
decoration,  are  already  in  hand  at  several  premises.  A full  report 
will  eventually  be  issued.  One  new  licensed  house  was  opened 
early  in  the  year. 
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Restaurants,  Canteens,  etc. — Eighty-five  routine  inspections 
have  been  made  in  connection  with  this  type  of  business,  and 
works  requiring  attention  were  completed. 

The  two  schemes  at  industrial  premises,  mentioned  in  the 
previous  year’s  report,  have  now  been  satisfactorily  resolved,  and 
discussions  have  taken  place  for  replacement  schemes  at  other 
undertakings  which  it  is  felt  are  essential. 

Alterations  and  improvements  have  also  been  carried  out  at 
the  cafe  situate  in  the  Borough  Council’s  Rivacre  Valley  Swimming 
Pool,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
in  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  department  in  this  work  is  appreciated. 

The  retention  of  a sample  meal  for  twenty-four  hours  at  a 
number  of  canteens  has  been  generally  complied  with,  and  as 
shown  previously  proved  to  be  invaluable  in  investigation  work 
which  had  to  be  undertaken. 

In  connection  with  bacterioligical  examination  of  wash-up  and 
rinse  waters,  eight  samples  were  submitted,  the  information  ob- 
tained being  satisfactory. 

The  operation  of  the  double-sink  method  of  washing  crockery, 
etc.,  remains  the  policy  strongly  advocated  by  the  department. 
This  consists  of  the  preliminary  washing  of  utensils  in  one  sink 
at  110°F.  or  thereabouts,  followed  by  immersion  in  another  at  a 
temperature  of  between  170°F.  and  180°F. 

This  method  of  operation  has  manifested  itself  where  samples 
of  washing-up  water  were  not  satisfactory,  but  cancelled  out  by  a 
satisfactory  report  on  the  rinse  water. 

Sixteen  inspections  of  school  canteens  have  been  carried  out, 
particularly  in  relation  to  those  canteens  which  were  the  subject  of 
a joint  inspection  with  representatives  of  the  County  Council. 
Some  work  is  still  outstanding,  although  it  must  be  reported  the 
closest  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  County  Authority. 


Food  Inspection. — Eighty-nine  special  visits  were  paid  to  food 
premises  at  the  request  of  owners  to  inspect  foodstuffs,  and  the 
following  goods  were  rejected  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Meat  

95  tins 

Jaffa  Juice  ... 

2 tins 

Peas  

20  tins 

Fruit 

153  tins 

Tomatoes 

95  tins 

Rice  

6 tins 

Beans  . 

6 tins 

Puddings 

36  tins 

Soup  

2 tins 

Shrimps 

3 tins 

Braised  Hearts 

3 tins 

Chicken 

3 tins 
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Cooked  Ham 

479  lbs. 

Primula  Cheese 

12 

pkts. 

Beef  

2 lbs. 

Cheese  Spread 

30 

pkts. 

Stew  Beef  

17  lbs. 

Sponge  Mixture  ... 

9 

pkts. 

Neck  of  Beef 

84  lbs. 

Cheshire  Cheese  ... 

8 

lbs. 

Pickles  

8 jars 

Margarine  

13 

lbs. 

Honey  

12  jars 

Smoked  Bacon 

3 

lbs 

Soup  Powder 

24  pkts. 

Sauce  

14 

bottles 

Weatabix  

24  pkts. 

Beef  Steak 

80 

lbs 

Dessicated  Coconut 

2 1 pks. 

Frozen  Beef 

74 

lbs. 

Quaker  Oats 

18  pkts. 

Haddock  Fillets  ... 

3 

stone 

In  each  instance  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under  the 
supervision  of  the  department. 


Meat  Inspection. — The  private  slaughterhouse  at  Ledsham  in 
the  Sutton  Ward  has  continued  in  operation,  and  100%  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out.  Visits  are  paid  during  the  period 
slaughtering  is  taking  place,  and  this  has  again  necessitated  duty 
at  week-ends  by  the  inspectorial  staff. 

Several  butchers  from  outside  the  Borough  use  the  premises 
in  addition  to  local  interests,  and  a number  slaughter  animals  out- 
side the  area. 

The  licence  for  this  slaughterhouse  expired  during  the  year 
and  was  renewed  by  the  Council  for  a further  period  of  twelve 
months. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 
1958,  a meeting  was  convened  of  butchers  and  other  interested 
bodies  to  consider  what  proposals  were  necessary  in  the  provision 
of  slaughtering  facilities  for  the  Borough.  The  meeting  was  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  provided  the  slaughterhouse  at  Led- 
sham was  brought  to  a satisfactory  standard  to  comply  with  the 
structural  regulations  then  no  other  facilities  were  required. 

The  formal  report  upon  the  matter  was  presented  to  Com- 
mittee and  Council,  approved  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  who 
accepted  the  report  and  appointed  the  1st  January,  1963,  as  the 
day  from  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  must  comply  with 
the  constructional  regulations. 

Whilst  some  items  have  been  put  in  hand  it  is  hoped  that 
within  the  near  future  a comprehensive  scheme  will  be  prepared 
by  the  occupier  and  placed  before  the  Committee  for  their  formal 
approval.  This  slaughterhouse  will  be  of  good  design  and  very 
convenient  when  all  the  necessary  works  have  been  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  report  and  as  envisaged  by  the  department. 
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The  following  table  relates  to  meat  inspection  carried  out  at 
this  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  under  review: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

725 

28 

20 

5856 

2600 

Number  inspected 

725 

28 

20 

5856 

2600 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

63 

1 

Nil 

43 

25 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

8-96% 

9-0% 

100% 

0-76% 

3-2% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

3-62% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 '23  % 

CYSTICERCOSIS  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Cases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  . . 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Total  weight  rejected  was  : 2 tons,  15  cwts.,  0 qrs.,  27  lb. 


The  incidence  of  the  number  of  carcases  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis shews  a marked  decrease  over  previous  years. 

In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  four 
Slaughterman’s  Licences  were  granted,  three  by  way  of  renewal. 


Ice-Cream. — Thirty-three  samples  of  ice-cream  and  one  lolly- 
ice  were  taken  for  examination  from  all  dealers  and  manufacturers 
during  the  year. 

Sampling  on  a rota  basis  has  been  maintained,  whereby  traders 
are  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 

Of  the  thirty-three  samples  obtained  and  examined  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry,  thirty  were  placed 
in  Grade  I,  two  in  Grade  II,  and  one  in  Grade  IV. 
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Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  sample  placed  in  Grade  IV, 
which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  the  retailer  from  a pro- 
ducer situate  outside  the  Borough,  and  a further  sample  was  sub- 
sequently obtained.  The  Local  Authority  concerned  was  informed 
of  the  position  and  furnished  a report  upon  the  matter. 

The  lolly-ice  sample  was  classified  satisfactory. 

There  are  two  establishments  in  the  Borough  who  manufacture 
by  the  “hot  mix”  method,  and  one  by  complete  “cold  mix”. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice-cream  dealers  to  en- 
sure their  vehicles  are  maintained  to  standard  in  accordance  with 
the  code  of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  business. 


Milk  Supply. — There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  fifty-three 
distributers  within  the  Borouah.  In  addition,  two  distributors 
bring  milk  into  the  area  from  adjacent  districts,  as  well  as  four 
registered  wholesalers.  These  total  figures  show  an  increase  as  for 
the  previous  year.  Four  registrations  were  revoked  and  ten  new 
distributors  added  to  the  register. 

There  are  five  milk  vending  machines  for  the  sale  of  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk  operated  by  a producer  / retailer  from  farm 
premises  outside  the  Borough. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a rota  basis, 
and  twenty-nine  samples  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  bacteriol- 
ogist for  examination,  each  being  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

All  twenty-nine  samples,  so  examined,  were  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  test  and  proved 
negative. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  dealers’  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Borough  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regula- 
tions. This  is  again  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  There  were 
no  supplementary  licences  granted. 

All  milk  supplies  obtained  by  retailers  are  already  bottled  or 
in  containers  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  for  sale  to 
canteens,  etc. 

The  Borough,  it  will  be  recalled,  is  part  of  a specified  area 
whereby  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  milk  under  Special 
Designation. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

This  important  aspect  of  the  service  for  which  the  department 
is  responsible  has  received  close  attention  during  the  year  under 
review,  and  it  is  quite  apparent  the  work  will  steadily  increase  year 
by  year  if  progress  is  to  be  maintained. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  each  and  everyone  is  convinced  of  the 
need  to  rid  the  atmosphere  of  smoke  pollution  with  its  resultant 
evils,  and  the  support  being  received  in  this  connection  is 
appreciated. 

The  first  Smoke  Control  Order  has  now  passed  through  its 
second  winter,  and  from  every  appearance  is  proving  very  satis- 
factory. There  were  one  or  two  incidents  reported  during  the  past 
winter,  but  nothing  proved  to  be  of  any  significance,  for  the  co- 
operation of  the  people  in  the  area  is  excellent. 

The  decision  of  the  Minister  has  now  been  received  in  respect 
of  Smoke  Control  Areas  Numbers  Two  and  Three,  following  the 
local  public  enquiry  held  in  May  of  the  year.  Both  Orders  have 
been  confirmed  and  will  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  November. 
1961. 

A survey  has  also  been  carried  out  on  Smoke  Control  Area 
Number  Four,  with  a special  report  to  Committee  and  Council 
giving  details  of  the  area  together  with  the  views  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  area,  as  also  an  estimate  in  relation  to  the  cost  of  the  works 
of  conversion  and  adaptation  which  will  require  to  be  carried  out. 
It  was  recommended  the  Order  should  come  into  operation  on  the 
1st  December,  1961,  and  this  was  accepted. 

The  Minister  has  subsequently  confirmed  the  Order  without 
modification,  there  being  no  objections  to  the  proposal. 

Works  of  conversion  with  this  last  area  required  to  be  carried 
out  to  some  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dwellings,  including  a 
small  number  of  pre-war  Corporation  housing  units. 

All  householders  in  these  areas,  as  well  as  other  interested 
bodies,  were  immediately  informed  of  the  Minister’s  decision  as 
soon  as  it  was  received,  and  houses  where  conversions  are  to  be 
completed  were  again  visited,  with  final  details  being  settled  and 
the  necessary  forms  issued.  This  in  itself  has  occupied  a great 
deal  of  time  by  the  staff,  as  every  effort  will  be  required  in  order 
to  ensure  the  work  is  completed  before  the  Orders  come  into 
operation. 
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A circular  isued  by  the  Ministry  intimating  that  Local 
Authorities  in  black  areas  need  not  now  submit  proposals  for 
approval  in  principle  is  appreciated,  for  it  will  help  to  reduce  the 
time  factor  involved  in  declaring  future  smoke  control  orders,  as 
well  as  affording  assistance  in  the  survey  of  the  area,  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  report. 

The  total  number  of  houses  which  will  be  smoke  controlled 
by  the  operation  of  the  four  Orders  is  3,330,  with  an  area  of  680 
acres.  These  areas,  together  with  other  proposals,  forming  the  five- 
year  programme  covering  seven  areas,  are  shown  on  the  map  over- 
leaf, and  will  under  existing  development  embrace  some  6,068 
houses  with  an  acreage  of  1,068  acres.  Area  Number  Two,  it  will 
be  recalled,  is  expected  eventually  to  contain  at  least  twice  the 
number  of  dwellings  as  at  present  when  once  the  sewering  problem 
for  the  area  has  been  satisfactorily  resolved. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  in  the  promotion  of  a smoke 
control  area  a great  deal  of  time  consuming  effort  is  involved 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  considered  at  some  future  date  by  the 
Ministry  with  a view  to  some  curtailment  of  detail,  particularly 
in  relation  to  premises  where  conversions  are  required  and  subject 
to  grant  payment. 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  publicity  work;  in  fact,  it  is 
considered  most  essential  that  as  much  as  possible  should  be 
undertaken  in  this  field.  Invitations  to  address  organisations  have 
been  received  and  accepted.  Every  assistance  and  advice  has  been 
given  to  householders  in  the  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  connection 
with  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  and  of  fuel  burning  appliances. 

Several  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the  firing 
of  garden  refuse.  This  nuisance  cannot  be  condoned,  and  there  is 
really  no  excuse  for  the  practice  which  very  often  takes  place 
during  summer  evenings  when  people  endeavour  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  a garden  where  they  can  relax. 

Experience  has  shown  that  in  the  first  area  premium  smoke- 
less fuels  are  mainly  used  by  tenants  of  domestic  property  not- 
withstanding the  increase  in  cost  per  cwt.  over  that  of  the  basic 
fuel,  coke. 

Routine  inspections  of  industrial  boiler  plant  have  been  under- 
taken with  observations  made  as  found  necessary  of  factory 
chimney  stacks.  Any  problems  ascertained  have  been  taken  up 
immediately  with  those  concerned. 

It  is  pleasing  to  again  record  that  the  co-operation  of  factory 
managements  has  been  maintained,  which  is  all-important  in  this 
work.  Several  new  projects  have  been  put  in  hand  during  the  year 
and  there  are  now  no  hand-fired  bituminous  coal  boilers  within 
the  Borough. 
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The  extent  of  industrial  activities  can  to  some  degree  be  en- 
visaged by  the  estimated  number  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
boiler  operatives  employed  on  such  plants.  There  is  also  increasing 
use  of  automatic  control,  and  the  fact  that  some  one  million  tons 
approximately  of  all  types  of  fuel  being  used  annually. 

Twenty-two  notices  of  proposal  were  received  in  connection 
with  new  boiler  plant  and  two  applications  for  prior  approval, 
both  of  which  were  approved.  The  provision  of  smoke  meters  on 
all  the  larger  types  of  fuel  burning  plant  is  recommended  to 
managements,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  is  accepted. 

At  one  establishment  a number  of  individual  boiler  plants 
have  been  replaced  by  calorifiers  with  steam  being  obtained  from 
an  adjacent  main  boiler  plant. 

Representations  have  been  continued  with  a statutory  under- 
taking using  steam  locomotives  for  shunting  operations  in  the 
Westminster  and  Stanlow  Wards  for  their  replacement  with  diesels, 
being  the  only  long-term  solution  to  the  problem.  As  an  interim 
measure,  and  until  the  position  has  been  finalised,  modifications 
have  and  are  being  made  to  the  furnaces  of  existing  locomotives. 
British  Railway  Passenger  Service  is  now  entirely  operated  by 
diesels,  and  it  will  be  recalled  mention  was  made  in  the  previous 
year’s  report  of  the  use  by  them  of  a diesel  for  shunting. 

One  incident  of  a serious  emission  of  black  smoke  occurred 
from  a foreign  owned  tanker  discharging  heavy  oil  at  Stanlow. 
This  matter  was  immediately  reported  to  the  Port  Health  Authority 
who  are  responsible  for  shipping,  and  the  co-operation  received 
from  them  was  much  appreciated. 

A problem  of  smoke  emission  has  been  encountered  from  fire- 
fighting training  at  one  industrial  establishment.  This  is  a difficult 
matter  to  resolve,  and  at  present  co-operation  is  being  given  by 
the  industry  to  reduce  any  smoke  to  a minimum  in  quantity  and 
duration. 

Two  daily  smoke  filters  and  SO2  apparatus  are  now  in  opera- 
tion, one  being  sited  at  the  Municipal  Offices  and  one  at  Overpool 
County  Primary  School.  The  former  has  been  in  use  for  three 
years,  and  the  latter  eighteen  months.  It  is  proposed  to  remove 
the  one  from  the  school  and  re-site  it  in  Smoke  Control  Area 
Number  Four  so  that  a useful  comparison  might  then  be  made. 

Both  instruments  are  sited  in  residential  areas,  and  there  is 
a corresponding  level  of  pollution  between  both  machines  indica- 
tive that  it  is  purely  domestic  in  origin. 

The  importance  of  this  type  of  instrument  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  designed  to  give  an  indication  of  the  determination  of  the 
finer  particles  of  smoke  or  suspended  matter  in  the  atmosphere. 
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The  density  of  smoke  stain  varies  from  black  on  a foggy  day 
in  winter  to  very  light  on  a summer  day.  Shade  values,  which  are 
assessed  by  means  of  a reflectometer,  are  converted  to  weights  of 
pollutant. 

The  readings  taken  from  both  machines  over  a period  of  twelve 
months  are  shown  on  the  tables  overleaf.  Smoke  concentration, 
as  well  as  Sulphur  Dioxide,  will  from  the  1st  April,  1961,  be 
expressed  as  micrograms  per  cubic  metre  as  requested  by  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  in  their  report 
upon  the  methods  chosen  for  the  National  Survey.  All  co-operat- 
ing bodies,  of  which  this  Authority  is  one,  have  been  requested  to 
adopt  this  new  procedure  . 

Much  valuable  information  is  made  available  through  mem- 
bership, and  enables  the  department  to  keep  abreast  of  all  scientific 
developments  in  the  field  of  atmospheric  pollution.  Unfortunately 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  have  been  represented  at  the  Standing 
Conference  of  which  two  meetings  are  held  annually  and  attended 
by  representatives  of  local  authorities  and  other  bodies. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  a circular 
issued  early  in  1961  drew  the  attention  of  local  authorities  to  the 
question  of  measurement  and  research  in  air  pollution,  and  of  the 
advantages  to  be  achieved  in  the  use  of  such  instruments,  also 
that  of  being  a member  of  the  co-operating  bodies.  It  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  the  Borough  Council  were  already  aware  of  the 
advantage,  as  shewn  by  their  earlier  interest  and  ready  willingness 
to  join  when  the  matter  was  first  placed  before  them  for  con- 
sideration. 

One  problem  occurred  of  dust  emission  from  a factory  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  Borough  giving  rise  to  nuisance  to  a small  number 
of  occupiers  of  domestic  property  in  nearby  houses.  The  matter 
is  being  resolved  by  the  use  of  improved  bag  filters  to  the  dust 
collection  system. 
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Lowest  Value 


General 


Noise.— No  further  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  have  been 
received  following  the  completion  of  experimental  work  success- 
fully carried  out  at  two  industrial  undertakings  which  had 
previously  been  the  subject  of  special  reports. 

It  is  considered  that  the  level  of  noise  from  factories  in  the 
area  is  generally  such  as  not  to  give  rise  to  complaint  and  com- 
pares favourably  with  the  days  when  the  then  two  ironworks,  with 
their  steel  rolling  mills,  were  in  full  operation.  There  are,  of 
course,  as  is  common  with  other  districts,  many  sources  of  noise 
which  appear  to  form  the  pattern  of  this  everyday  life,  and  to  a 
great  extent  accepted  as  a necessary  evil. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  came  into  operation  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  - 


Drains  and  Sewerage. — There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works 
in  the  Borough.  The  works  at  Little  Stanney  were  erected  during 
the  year  1933,  and  designed  for  a population  of  20,000,  whilst  the 
disposal  works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon,  known  as  th&  Town  Works, 
are  designed  for  a population  of  7,000.  An  area  is  drained  under 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  River  Mersey  without  treatment. 

Active  consideration  is  still  being  given  by  the  Borough 
Council  to  the  question  of  disposal  of  sewage  from  the  Rivacre 
Valley  Sewer,  and  in  respect  of  other  sewerage  matters,  for  which 
Consultants  have  been  engaged.  The  problem  is  of  considerable 
importance,  affecting  in  some  measure  future  development,  so  that 
it  is  hoped  m the  light  of  its  urgency  the  matter  will  soon  be 
resolved. 

It  is  considered  essential  that  the  closest  co-operation  with  the 
department  shall  be  made,  and  its  views  obtained  in  respect  of 
the  new  proposals. 

Action  has  continued  to  be  taken  for  the  conversion  of  pails 
to  water  closets  in  Ince,  where  the  sewerage  scheme  for  a part  of 
the  village  has  been  completed.  A grant  of  50%  is  made  towards 
the  cost  of  conversion,  and  provision  for  this  has  been  included 
in  estimates. 

Further  complaints  have  again  been  received  regarding  pollu- 
tion which  takes  place  outside  the  area  and  unfortunately  drains 
into  the  Borough  in  the  Ledsham  area  of  Sutton  Ward. 
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This  wanton  pollution  is  quite  unnecessary  and  can  be  avoided 
if  more  co-operation  prevailed.  On  one  occasion  it  was  ascertained 
that  an  effluent  giving  rise  to  a nuisance  was  being  discharged 
practically  into  a watercourse  without  treatment,  and  the  local 
authority  concerned  was  informed. 

The  main  railway  culvert  was  cleansed  after  an  approach  had 
been  made  to  the  British  Transport  Commission.  This  has  assisted 
to  ameliorate  the  position,  although  the  source  of  the  pollution 
must  be  prevented. 

Complaints  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department, 
when  arrangements  are  made  for  the  drain  to  be  plunged  and 
rodded — free  of  charge  if  proper  access  is  available.  Should  this 
not  prove  successful  in  clearing  the  drain,  then  notice  is  served 
upon  the  owner  concerned. 

Sixty-two  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  defective  drainage,  etc.;  all  were  complied  with. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — A portion  of  the  small  River  Gowy  lies 
within  the  area  and  is  bordered  by  oil  works  along  its  entire 
length  in  this  Borough.  It  is  tide-iocked  where  it  is  syphoned 
below  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  discharge  into  the  River 

Mersey. 

Pollution  is  evident,  due  to  trade  effluents  from  neighbouring 
industries. 

There  is  also  evidence  on  occasion  of  pollution  in  the  Rivacre 
Brook,  which  receives  overflow  from  the  Sutton  sewer.  This  will 
be  rectified  when  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  is  in  operation. 

The  clean  water  effluent  discharged  from  a factory  in  the 
upper  reaches  assists  greatly  in  cleansing  the  brook. 


Closet  Accommodation. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is 
provided  with  clean  water  closets,  but  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  where  sewers  are  not  available,  some  pails,  cesspools  and 
septic  tanks  are  in  use. 

Five  schemes  for  the  conversion  of  pails  at  Ince  have  been 
confirmed  and  subject  to  grant  aid  from  the  Borough  Council. 
The  amount  approved,  and  paid  on  completion  of  the  work,  was 
£189.  Os.  Od. 
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Inspections  have  continued  of  small  sewage  disposal  plants, 
with  maintenance  works  carried  out  after  service  of  informal 
notices. 

A service  is  in  operation,  under  the  control  of  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department,  for  the  regular  cleansing  of 
the  remaining  pail  closets  in  the  village  of  Ince,  as  also  for  the 
cleansing  of  cesspools,  etc.,  throughout  the  Borough.  The  Council 
have  also  agreed  for  a service  whereby  de-sludging  of  septic  tanks 
may  be  carried  out. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — This  service  is  carried  out 
by  direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor’s  Department.  Modern  mechanised  vehicles  are  in  use, 
and  disposal  is  by  tipping. 

All  premises  in  the  district  utilise  the  standard  dustbin,  and 
the  department  enforces  renewals,  etc.,  together  with  the  provision 
of  dustbins  to  new  houses  and  other  premises. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  department  in 
the  disposal  of  refuse  at  the  Pooltown  Road  tip.  Routine  disin- 
festation against  fly-breeding,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  a 
pressure  blower. 

The  proposal  in  the  use  of  paper  sack  as  a refuse  container 
at  dwelling-houses  is  reported  upon  earlier  in  this  report. 

There  are  four  industrial  tips  in  use  in  the  Borough,  and 
inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  frequent  intervals. 

Conditions  at  one  of  these  tips,  which  was  the  subject  of  a 
special  report  and  mentioned  previously,  has  shewn  little  im- 
provement. Whilst  the  tip  is  most  untidy  and  will  continue  as 
long  as  the  recovery  of  scrap  metal  takes  place,  every  endeavour 
has  been  made  to  ensure  there  is  no  public  health  nuisance. 

A conflagration  occurred  one  week-end  during  the  summer 
period  at  another  tip,  and,  whilst  a great  amount  of  black  smoke 
was  emitted,  the  fire  was  soon  brought  under  control.  It  was  not 
known  how  the  fire  originated,  and  extra  covering  material  was 
brought  to  the  site  to  ensure  there  would  be  no  recurrence. 

Inspection  of  both  of  these  tips  has  been  made  by  members 
of  a Sub-Committee  in  connection  with  planning  control. 

It  has  always  been  appreciated  that  industry  has  a problem 
in  the  disposal  of  waste  materials;  nevertheless,  there  is  an  obliga- 
tion it  shall  be  carried  out  efficiently  and  without  nuisance,  which 
is  surely  a reasonable  request,  and  one  that  can  readily  be  im- 
plemented without  any  difficulty. 
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Swimming  Pool. — The  Rivacre  Swimming  Pool  is  owned  by 
the  Corporation,  and  has  a swimming  area  of  1,567  square  yards. 

The  water,  for  filling  purposes,  is  obtained  by  means  of  pump- 
ing from  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  being  tidal,  and  a salt  water. 
It  passes  through  a continuous  bath  purification  plant,  embodying 
two  horizontal  air-scoured  pressure  filters,  with  a circulation  pump 
capable  of  circulating  the  total  contents  of  the  pool  in  a period  of 
eight  hours. 

Several  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  department  during 
the  height  of  the  season,  and  these  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  It 
is  now  possible  for  break-point  chlorination  to  be  maintained. 

Difficulties  are  experienced  during  peak  periods  regarding 
litter,  which  seems  to  be  a very  difficult  problem.  The  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  has,  however,  in  operation  a special 
arrangement  for  its  collection  during  these  particular  occasions. 


Schools. — At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  one  County 
Grammar  School,  five  County  Council  Secondary  Modern,  fifteen 
Primary,  and  five  Denominational  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

Four  schools  also  use  rooms  at  other  buildings  to  accom- 
modate overspill. 

All  are  provided  with  individual  water  closet  accommodation, 
etc.,  and  washing  facilities. 

Head  Teachers  are  notified  of  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  in- 
fectious diseases,  in  order  to  secure  the  exclusion  of  contacts  for 
the  necessary  period. 

During  the  summer  vacation,  and  at  other  times  when  found 
necessary,  the  schools  are  disinfected. 


Pet  Animals  Act. — There  are  three  premises  in  the  Borough 
licensed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  all  in 
respect  of  shops,  and  are  satisfactory. 


Shops  Act,  1950. — The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  to 
administer  the  Act,  being  the  local  authority  as  defined  for  this 
purpose.  Eighty-seven  inspections  were  made  during  the  course  of 
the  year  under  review. 
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Difficulty  has  continued  in  respect  of  Sunday  Trading,  and 
several  warnings  have  been  issued  during  the  occasion  when  inspec- 
tions have  been  carried  out  on  Sunday  rota  duty. 

It  is  understood  the  Central  Government  have  recently  agreed 
on  the  appointment  of  a Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon 
Sunday  activities,  including  trading.  The  hope  is,  therefore,  ex- 
pressed that  this  will  include  for  the  operation  of  the  Shops  Act 
as  affecting  trading  on  that  particular  day. 

Amendments  to  Shops  legislation  is  considered  to  be  long 
overdue,  particularly  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  exempted  goods. 


Factories. — The  tables  on  the  following  pages  refer  to  the 
inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with  factory  premises,  and 
show  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Preparation  works  in  connection  with  the  Borough  Council’s 
light  industrial  estate  at  Rossmore  Road  West  in  the  Westminster 
Warjd  and  the  new  Municipal  Depot  on  this  estate  will  soon  be 
ready  for  occupation. 

There  has  also  been  a continuation  of  large  scale  factory 
development  necessitating  the  close  attention  of  the  department  in 
respect  of  various  matters  applicable  to  factories  and  enforceable 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

No  new  applications  were  received  for  approval  of  a water 
supply  to  industrial  premises,  and  recommendations  were  made  to 
one  undertaking  in  respect  of  proposed  alterations  and  extension. 

Samples  of  water  are  obtained  at  periodical  intervals  for 
routine  examination  at  three  undertakings  where  approval  has 
previously  been  granted.  It  was  found  necessary  at  one  of  these 
to  cease  using  the  water  for  drinking  purposes  from  one  of  the 
wells,  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  indicating  an  odour 
problem. 

At  one  of  the  undertakings,  where  the  supply  is  of  an  extensive 
and  complex  character,  reports  on  samples  are  received  weekly. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  this  Company  in  sur- 
veillance of  water  supply,  and  a comprehensive  programme  has 
been  agreed  in  relation  to  sampling. 
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Offices. — Several  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  con- 
nection with  office  accommodation,  and  representations  made  as 
applicable.  Plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval  in  rela- 
tion to  new  buildings  have  also  been  examined,  with  recommenda- 
tions on  occasion  being  forwarded  to  the  developers. 

A special  report  was  submitted  to  Committee  and  Council 
upon  the  office  accommodation  as  affecting  the  staff  of  the  various 
departments  in  the  Corporation,  and  new  proposals  have  been 
agreed  upon  which  will  take  effect  within  the  next  twelve  months. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
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Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 


Pest  Control 


Rodent  Control.— Three  rodent  operatives  are  employed  with 
a charge-hand,  whose  part-time  services  are  chargeable  to  rodent 
control.  This  staff  has  worked  very  efficiently  during  the  year, 
and  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the  services  rendered. 

The  spirit  of  co-operation  built  up  over  the  years  has  con- 
tinued, particularly  with  industry,  who  are  fully  aware  adequate 
control  of  their  premises  against  rodent  infestation  is  an  all- 
essential  service.  This  goodwill  results  in  the  local  authority  being 
able  to  discharge  in  this  connection  its  statutory  functions  without 
friction,  and  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Annual  and  clearance  contracts  have  been  maintained  at  the 
same  level  as  the  previous  year,  so  that  the  staff  have  been  fully 
occupied  with  inspection  work,  and  the  taking  of  remedial 
measures. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  respect  of  rodent  control  con- 
tracts certainly  proved  invaluable  from  this  aspect  alone  when 
grant  aid  from  the  Ministry  ceased.  The  effect  otherwise  would 
have  been  most  marked. 

A free  service  has  continued  in  respect  of  rat  infestation  at 
domestic  property,  and  advice  is  given  whenever  requested  in  any 
instance  affecting  mice. 

13,334  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives, 
with  1,285  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total  amount 
of  “poison  take”,  i.e.  poison  and  bait  combined  on  all  campaigns 
was:  Zinc  Phosphide  22-lbs.  14-ozs.,  Arsenic  20-lbs.  13-ozs., 
Mafantu  10-ozs,  Warfarin  0.1  2-lbs.  1-oz.,  Warfarin  0.5  51 -lbs. 
2^-ozs. 

The  formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation  of 
the  estimated  kill  of  the  common  rats  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and 
Arsenic  are  used  shows  that  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons  in 
campaigns  a total  kill  of  1,747  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

A test  baiting  of  10  per  cent,  of  sewer  manholes  in  the  entire 
Borough  were  baited  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry,  and  “no  takes”  recorded. 

This  was  considered  satisfactory  by  the  Divisional  Rodent 
Officer,  and  no  further  work  in  this  connection  was  undertaken 
during  the  financial  year  1960/61. 
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Insect  Pests. — A number  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out 
at  industrial  and  other  premises  in  relation  to  infestation  by  ants, 
cockroaches,  etc.,  such  work,  except  in  the  case  of  the  domestic 
dwelling,  being  undertaken  on  a Clearance  or  Annual  Contract 
basis.  This  has  proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

In  respect  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs,  the  number  of  houses 
dealt  with  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


(a)  Corporation  houses 

(b)  Other  houses 

(c)  Number  disinfested 

(d)  Total  visits  ... 


4 

5 
9 

20 


Infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  forms  of 
D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally  considered  now 
necessary  to  have  woodwork  removed  in  the  bedroom  to  facilitate 
disinfestation,  due  to  the  residual  effect  of  D.D.T. 

Spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide  has  again  been  carried  out 
following  complaints  received  of  nuisance  by  mosquito  and  midge 
breeding.  Wherever  possible  cleansing  of  ditches  has  been  under- 
taken by  the  owners,  although  where  new  development  is  con- 
cerned it  is  essential  that  all  ditches  shall  be  piped. 

Several  requests  were  received  in  connection  with  nuisance  of 
wasps,  and  dealt  with  accordingly. 
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Annual  Report  on  Health  Services 
of  South-West  Cheshire  Division 
tor  the  Year  I960 


The  Division  includes  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total  population 
at  1st  April  according  to  the  Registrar  Generals  latest  figures 
(mid  1959)  is  82,200,  and  the  area  is  115,548  acres. 

With  the  great  majority  of  children  inoculated  against  Polio- 
myelitis, and  in  spite  of  the  extension  of  eligibility  up  to  40  years 
of  age,  the  numbers  of  persons  applying  for  inoculation  declined 
during  the  year,  and  has  now  reached  a routine  maintenance  level, 
chiefly  in  connection  with  new-born  babies. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service  are  included 
in  the  Report.  It  will  be  recalled  that  radio  operational  comroi 
of  the  Service  was  taken  over  from  the  Divisional  Committee  by 
the  Central  County  Health  Department  on  January  1st,  1960,  and 
full  administrative  control  on  1st  April. 

Both  the  Domestic  Help  Service  and  the  recently  introduced 
Chiropody  Service  for  elderly  persons  continue  to  expand  and 
fulfil  a valuable  and  much  appreciated  social  need,  especially  for 
the  older  age  groups. 

Measles  was  the  chief  Infectious  Disease  notified,  and  showed 
a small  increase  over  the  previous  year,  due  in  the  main  to  a sharp 
rise  in  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  in 
the  Autumn  of  1960. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the  year  1960. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  a comprehensive  investigation  of  cases  which 
had  been  on  the  register  for  a number  of  years,  and  were  found 
to  have  been  cured  or  to  have  left  the  district. 

At  the  time  of  making  the  enclosed  Report  I record  with 
very  sincere  regret  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Moore  Dutton,  the 
Clerk  to  the  Committee,  which  occurred  in  January,  1961.  Mr. 
Moore  Dutton  had  held  the  post  of  Clerk  since  the  formation 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  in  1948,  and  his  relations 
with  the  Members,  Staff  and  myself  had  at  all  times  been  most 
cordial. 

WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL, 

M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


South-West  Cheshire 
Divisional  Health  Committee 

REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1960 


N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Section  22) 

— Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


A— MOTHERS’  CLINICS 

New  Cases.  Total  Attendances 

Ante-Natal  

• • • • • • 

419 

2971 

Post-Natal  

• • • • • • 

97 

181 

Dental  : 

Pre-Natal  

• • • • • • 

8 

9 

Nursing  Mothers 

• • • • • • 

8 

21 

Dentures  Supplied  ... 



3 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

ANTE-NATAL  Total 

POST-NATAL  Total 

New  Cases. 

Attendances. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port  ...  326 

2331 

66 

142 

Little  Sutton  93 

640 

31 

39 

419 

2971 

97 

181 

B— YOUNG  CHILDREN’S  CLINICS 

New  Cases. 

Total  Attendances 

(1) 

Infant  Welfare — 
To  1 year 

1033 

9808 

1—2  years 

• • • • 



1474 

2 — 5 years 

• • • • 

— 

1336 

(2) 

Specialist — 
Ophthalmic 

23 

58 

Dental  Treatment 

(under 

5)  ...  119 

136 

E.N.T.  (under  5) 

... 

4 

5 

Daily  Average 

(3) 

Day  Nurseries— 

No.  Attending. 

Total  Attendances 

Aged  0 — 2 years 

• • • 

8 

2028 

Aged  2—5  years 

• • • 

. . ...  18J 

4587 

Details  of  figures  (where  they  relate  to  more  than  one  Clinic) 

are 

given 

hereunder  :• — 

EYE  CLINCS 

New  Cases. 

Total  Attendances 

Hoole 

• • • • 

2 

5 

Ellesmere  Port 

... 

21 

53 

Totals 

23 

58 
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WELFARE  CENTRES 


New  Cases.  Total  Attendances. 


0—1 

0—1 

1—2 

2—5 

Barrow  

16 

158 

47 

54 

Christleton  

60 

525 

205 

90 

Ellesmere  Port  

376 

3451 

213 

163 

Farndon  

14 

172 

67 

54 

Huntington  

39 

299 

91 

75 

I nee  

18 

129 

33 

8 

Kelsall  

35 

405 

115 

130 

Little  Sutton  

176 

1681 

142 

183 

Malpas  

28 

238 

89 

79 

Overpool  

74 

638 

25 

6 

Saughall  

50 

502 

88 

87 

Tarvin  

18 

239 

115 

146 

Tattenhall  

20 

190 

26 

57 

Upton 

109 

1181 

218 

199 

1033 

9808 

1474 

1336 

Welfare  Centres 

The  attendances  at  the  Mothers’  and  Young  Children’s  Clinics 
throughout  the  Division  show  a slight  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  the  attendances  at  Mothers’  Clinics  being  3,082  as  compared 
with  2,663  in  1959,  and  at  Young  Children’s  Clinics  13,651  as 
compared  with  12,868  in  1959. 

The  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  Linen  Replace- 
ments at  a cost  of  £53.  13s.  5d.  for  the  various  clinics  in  the 
Divisional  area. 

Ellesmere  Port 

Work  on  the  new  Welfare  Centre  in  Stanney  Lane  commenced 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  shortly  after  Easter  1961.  The  new  Welfare  Centre 
will  be  a great  improvement  on  the  existing  Welfare  Centre  in 
York  Road,  which  for  many  years  has  been  overcrowded  and 
inadequate  for  the  area  it  serves.  There  will  be  facilities  for 
Specialist  Clinics  which  hitherto,  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable 
accommodation,  have  not  been  possible. 

On  the  vacation  of  the  Welfare  Centre  in  York  Road,  the 
premises  will  be  adapted  for  use  as  offices,  namely.  Divisional 
Medical  Officer’s  Offices,  Mental  Health  Services  Offices,  and 
Citizens’  Advice  Bureau. 

Little  Sutton 

The  Committee  discussed  the  provision  of  a car  park  at  this 
Centre,  and  resolved  that  owing  to  the  high  cost  and  the  lease  of 
the  premises  that  a car  park  be  not  provided. 

The  hours  of  duty  for  the  Cleaner  were  increased  from  15 
hours  to  20  hours  per  week. 
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In  order  to  provide  a sound-proof  room  for  Child  Hearing 
Clinics,  the  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  a Waverley  Hair 
Carpet  at  a cost  of  £21.  19s.  6d.,  and  alterations  to  a window 
at  a cost  of  £17.  10s.  Od. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  Ellesmere  Port 
Borough  Council  be  permitted  to  erect  a hoarding  on  the  site  of 
the  proposed  new  Welfare  Centre  at  Great  Sutton,  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  may  be  considered  necessary  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Council. 


Upton 

The  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  an  Electric 
Sterilizer  and  an  Electric  Convector  Heater  at  a cost  of  £16  and 
£6.  3s.  6d.  respectively. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  the  proposals  of  the  County  Council 
to  the  purchase  of  a suitable  site  for  a future  Welfare  Centre  at 
Upton,  and  were  informed  that  provision  for  a Welfare  Centre 
would  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  Capital  Building  Pro- 
gramme. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows: 


Welfare  Centre,  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon  each  week. 

York  Road,  Ellesmere  Port.  Doctor  in  attendance  on  Tuesday  only. 
Welfare  Centre,  Toddlers. — 1st  Friday  afternoon  in  e ch  month. 

York  Road,  Ellesmere  Port. 

Welfare  Centre,  Monday  afternoon  each  week. 

462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton. 

Community  Centre, 

Overpool. 

Village  Hall, 


Ince. 

Village  Hall, 
Rarrow. 

Women’s  Institute, 
Christleton. 

Memorial  Hall, 
Farndon. 

Village  Hall, 
Huntington. 

Parish  Hall, 
Kelsall. 

Jubilee  Hall, 
Malpas. 

Vernon  Institute, 
Saughall. 

Radcliffe’s  Hut. 
Tarvin. 

Barbour  Institute, 
Tattenhall. 

Village  Hall, 
Upton. 


1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 

4th  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Thursday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoon  each  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday  afternoon  erch  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoon  each  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Monday  afternoon  each  month. 

Thursday  afternoon  each  week. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  as  follows — 

Welfare  Centre,  Wednesday  afternoon  and 

York  Road,  Ellesmere  Port.  Friday  morning  each  week. 

Welfare  Centre,  Monday  morning  each  week. 

462,  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton. 

Midwives’  Clinics  and  Preparation  Classes  are  held  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  462  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton,  on  Thursday 
afternoons  each  week. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  as  required. 


Welfare  Foods,  Ministry  and  Proprietary  Brands 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the 
voluntary  persons  and  members  of  the  W.V.S.,  who  have  been 
most  helpful. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  articles  issued 
during  the  year: — 

Ministry — 

National  Dried  Milk,  18,137;  Cod  Liver  Oil,  3,795; 
A/D  Tablets,  3,326;  Orange  Juice,  25,940. 

Proprietary  Brands — 

Milk  Foods,  9,244;  Cereal  Foods,  773; 
other  Commodities,  2,064. 

The  foregoing  figures  show  an  all-round  increase  over  the 
previous  year — an  increase  of  700  tins  National  Dried  Milk, 
100  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  600  packets  A.  and  D.  Tablets, 
600  bottles  of  Orange  Juice,  500  Proprietary  branded  milk  foods, 
and  300  Proprietary  branded  other  commodities. 

Ministry  Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  at  the  following 
centres: — 

Welfare  Clinics — 

Ellesmere  Port,  Little  Sutton,  Overpool,  Ince,  Barrow, 

Christleton,  Farndon,  Huntington,  Kelsall,  Malpas, 

Saughall,  Tarvin,  Tattenhall,  Upton. 

Voluntary  Persons — 

Churton,  Duddon,  Dodleston,  Elton,  Huxley,  Malpas, 

Tilston,  Waverton. 

Proprietary  brands  of  Welfare  Foods  are  issued  only  at  the 
Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Divisional  area. 
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Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port 


In  December,  1959,  the  Day  Nursery  was  transferred  to 
temporary  accommodation  at  the  Hooton  Park  Pavilion,  pending 
the  erection  of  a new  Day  Nursery  in  Stanney  Lane,  Ellesmere 
Port.  As  the  temporary  accommodation  was  smaller  than  hitherto 
the  Day  Nursery  was  reduced  to  a 30  place  training  Day  Nursery 
from  a 50  place  Nursery. 

After  one  or  two  “teething  troubles”  both  the  staff  and  the 
children  settled  down  very  well  at  the  temporary  premises,  ani 
my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Matron  for  the  excellent  way  she 
organised  the  transfer,  and  the  arrangements  at  the  Hoo.on  Park 
Pavilion.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff  at  the  Nursery  for 
the  splendid  way  in  which  they  have  assisted  the  Matron  in  the 
operation  of  the  Nursery.  The  transport  of  the  children  by  coach 
to  and  from  Ellesmere  Port  and  the  Hooton  Park  PavlLon  has, 
I feel,  been  somewhat  irksome,  interrupting  the  regular  routine 
of  the  Day  Nursery,  and  I am  sure  adding  to  their  difficulties. 

The  attendances  throughout  the  year  have  been  good, 
averaging  over  the  year  26^  per  day;  23  per  day  January  and 
February;  26  per  day  March;  24  per  day  April;  29  per  day  May 
and  June;  26  per  day  July,  August  and  September;  and  rath  r 
surprisingly  30  per  day  in  October,  November  and  December. 

The  health  of  the  children  throughout  the  year  has  been  good, 
apart  from  the  winter  months  when  quite  a number  or  the 
children  have  had  the  usual  winter  respiratory  and  throat  infec- 
tions. They  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  small  outbreak  of  chicken 
pox  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and  only  two  cases  of  measles 
were  reported  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year  when  Ellesmere 
Port  was  in  the  throes  of  a measles  epidemic.  During  the 
September  quarter  the  Medical  Officer  recommended  that  si  c 
children  might  benefit  from  a course  of  sunlight  treatment. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Ellesmere  Port  Hospital  for 
the  children  concerned  to  attend  the  hospital  for  the  necessary 
treatment. 

Work  commenced  during  the  year  on  the  new  Day  Nurs.ry 
in  Stanney  Lane,  and  whilst  we  had  hoped  to  occupy  the  new 
premises  towards  the  end  of  1960,  it  is  now  understood  that  the 
premises  will  be  available  for  occupation  about  Easter,  1961. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  39  children  on  the  register, 
25  of  whom  were  priority  cases.  In  addition  there  were  27  non- 
oriority  children  on  the  waiting  list. 


Costs 

A comparative  statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Day  Nursery 
for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1960,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the  year 
was  as  follows: — - 

Ellesmere  Port.  Hooton  Pk  Pavn. 
1958/59  ...  11  /lid.  1959/60  ...  16/10d.  30/0id. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:— 

1958/59  ...  13/6d.  1959/60  ...  14/9d. 

The  increase  in  cost  for  1959/60  is  due  to  the  reduced 
numbers  of  children  attending  the  Day  Nursery,  and  the  greater 
overhead  costs  involved  in  the  occupancy  of  the  temporary 
accommodation. 


MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Number  of  births  during  the  year:  1,657  (including  33  still- 
births) (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 


Transport 

The  cars  of  the  Ince  District  Nurse  and  the  Christleton 
District  Midwife  were  sold  through  the  Measham  Motor  Sales 
Organisation  for  £53.  Os.  6d.  and  £95.  10s.  6d.  (nett)  respectively. 
The  Ince  District  Nurse  has  been  supplied  with  another  car,  the 
Christleton  District  Midwife  is  using  her  own  car. 

Accommodation 

The  house  occupied  by  District  Midwife  N.  Evans,  of  Elles- 
mere Port,  was  part  internally  decorated  at  a cost  of  £69. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  house  occupied  by  the  Tilston 
District  Nurse  at  a cost  of  £45. 


CONVALESCENCE 

The  sum  of  £155  was  allocated  to  the  Division  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1961,  for  Convalescent  Treatment. 

Three  cases  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year: — 

One  case,  an  aged  lady  and  her  mentally  retarded  daughter, 
to  the  Lear  Home  of  Recovery,  West  Kirby,  for  two  weeks,  at  a 
cost  of  £15. 


60 


Another  case,  a boy  aged  11,  suffering  from  muscular 
dystrophy,  was  sent  to  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West 
Kirby,  for  two  weeks,  at  a cost  of  £14.  7s.  Od. 

The  remaining  case,  an  aged  and  infirm  lady,  sent  to  the  Lady 
Forrester  Convalescent  Home,  Llandudno,  for  two  weeks,  at  a cost 
of  £9.  10s.  Od. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Radio  Control  was  introduced  to  the  Ambulance  Service 
towards  the  end  of  1959,  and  as  from  the  1st  January,  1960,  the 
Central  Control  of  the  Ambulance  Service  supervised  the  opera- 
tional control  of  vehicles  and  staff,  and  as  from  the  1st  April, 
1960,  the  Central  Control  assumed  full  administrative  respons- 
ibility. From  reports  received  from  the  County  Ambulance  Officer 
the  Radio  Control  has  operated  exceptionally  well,  the  service  is 
able  to  act  more  promptly  on  emergency  cases,  and  undoubtedly 
there  is  a saving  in  time  and  manpower  with  the  introduction  of 
radio. 

As  far  as  the  Ellesmere  Port  Ambulances  are  concerned  the 
mileage  has  increased  from  142,037  in  1959  to  164,507  in  1960; 
the  number  of  patients  carried  has  also  shown  a corresponding 
increase:  16,023  in  1959  to  19,756  in  1960. 

The  following  is  a report  from  the  County  Ambulance  Officer 
appertaining  to  the  Ambulance  Service  operating  from  Ellesmere 
Port: — 

Ambulances  — Sitting  Case  Vehicles  — 


Month  : 

Journeys 

Patients 

Mileage 

Journeys 

Patients 

Mile? 

January 

115 

580 

5731 

162 

763 

6958 

February 

192 

756 

6000 

142 

679 

5998 

March 

226 

933 

7594 

144 

808 

6954 

April 

208 

693 

5970 

137 

871 

6487 

May 

220 

873 

6680 

153 

1020 

7316 

June 

207 

854 

7285 

155 

823 

6362 

July 

219 

860 

6513 

...  170 

923 

7469 

August 

230 

893 

7001 

152 

897 

8281 

September 

112 

780 

6201 

151 

906 

7485 

October 

204 

574 

6825 

170 

1000 

7649 

November 

149 

748 

7268 

194 

971 

9352 

December 

47 

766 

5858 

98 

785 

5270 

2129 

9310 

78926 

...  1828 

10446 

85581 

The  following  accidents  and  emergencies  were  attended  by 
the  Ellesmere  Port  ambulances  during  the  year: — 

January,  46;  February,  45;  March,  38;  April,  19;  May,  34; 
June,  33;  July,  42;  August,  39;  September,  31;  October,  25; 
November,  26;  December,  44.  Total:  422. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  1960 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


The  demand  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service  again  shows  a 
marked  increase  over  the  previous  year;  185  cases  were  attended 
during  the  year — an  increase  of  31  cases.  The  number  of  cases 
of  continued  need  also  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year — 
112  in  1960,  compared  with  84  in  1959. 

The  majority  of  the  persons  requiring  domestic  help  are  aged 
persons  who  by  reason  of  their  age,  infirmity  or  ill-health,  require 
a little  assistance  each  day,  or  in  some  cases  once,  twice  or  tnree 
times  per  week.  The  number  of  hours  supplied  varies  in 
accordance  with  the  need  of  each  case.  In  many  cases  the  need 
for  domestic  help  is  a permanent  one,  generally  for  the  remainder 
of  the  patient’s  life.  In  other  cases  the  need  is  a temporary  one, 
the  patient  waiting  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  or  to  one  of  the 
County  Council  Residential  homes  for  the  aged. 


The  department  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
Hospitals  and  the  County  Welfare  Department  in  this  connection, 
and  everything  possible  is  done  to  assist  the  aged,  infirm,  and 
those  in  ill-health.  Every  effort  is  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Health  Visitors,  to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum  without 
impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 


The  following  is  a summary  of 
at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

2 cases  have  had  Domestic 

1 case  has  had  Domestic 

1 case  has  had  Domestic 

5 cases  have  had  Domestic 

7 cases  have  had  Domestic 

1 case  has  had  Domestic 

7 cases  have  had  Domestic 

2 cases  have  had  Domestic 

9 cases  have  had  Domestic 

22  cases  have  had  Domestic 

54  cases  have  had  Domestic 


the  cases  of  continued  need 


Help  for  8 years. 
Help  for  7 years. 
Help  for  5 years. 
Help  for  4 years. 
Help  for  3\  years. 
Help  for  3 years. 
Help  for  2\  years. 
Help  for  2 years. 
Help  for  1^  years. 
Help  for  1 year. 
Help  for  less  than 


1 year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 

A — Number  of  new  applicants  169 

(of  these  43  were  cancelled). 

B — Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.60  69 

C - — Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year 185 

D — Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.60  112 


41  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  during 
the  year. 

7 cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 
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In  3 Future  Recovery  cases  collection  was  deferred. 

In  5 Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  8 cases  the  debt  was  cancelled. 

In  5 cases  the  assessment  was  reduced. 

In  2 cases  the  engagement  of  a relative  was  approved. 

In  2 cases  no  reduction  in  the  assessment  was  made. 

The  assessment  of  4 cases  was  reviewed,  and  two  of  the  assess- 
ments were  increased. 

In  3 Future  Recovery  cases  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
was  authorised  to  take  any  necessary  action  to  recover  the 
accumulative  balance  outstanding. 

One  Future  Recovery  case  was  cancelled. 

In  one  case,  where  the  patient  refused  to  sign  a Future  Recovery 
Form,  help  was  supplied  and  the  County  Treasurer  was 
informed. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  amounts  accruing  from 
patients  during  the  year,  and  the  amount  collected  from  patients:— 


COLLECTION  STATEMENT  : YEAR  ENDED  DEC.  1960 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Arrears  brought  forward  

152 

13 

11 

Amount  Accrued  during  year 

1172 

18 

9 

£1325 

12 

8 

Receipts  during  year — - 

Cash  Collected  by  D.M.O 

1109 

0 

1 

Cash  Collected  by  other  sources  ... 

72 

11 

10 

1181 

11 

11 

144 

0 

9 

Less  Cancellations  and  Refunds 

24 

10 

0 

Total  Arrears  carried  forward 

£119 

10 

9 

Credits  brought  forward 

£2 

6 

7 

Credits  carried  forward 

£3 

5 

4 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTERCARE 

A — Number  of  cases  investigated  in  Division: — 

( 1 ) Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  Forms  C.  and  A.C.4  completed  28 

(Primary  Investigation). 
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268 


(b)  No.  of  Forms  C.  and  A.C.22  completed 

(Follow-up  Visits). 

(c)  No.  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to  have 

(a)  Removed  from  area 

(b)  Recovered  

(c)  Died  

(d)  Colonised  


87 

73 

18 

1 


(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis — 

All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by 
Health  Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 

B — Nursing  Equipment 

270  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  need;  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months, 
which  can  be  extended  if  required.  There  is  a deposit  of  2/6d.  or 
10/-  on  each  article  (depending  on  the  nature  of  the  article),  and 
in  some  cases  (wheel-chair,  commode,  bed,  mattress)  a weekly 
rental  is  charged.  Persons  who  are  in  receipt  of  National 
Assistance  are  not  required  to  pay  a deposit  or  rental.  During  the 
year  the  income  from  Rentals  was  £70.  13s.  6d. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Ellesmere  Port,  and  the  following  is  an  inventory  of  the 
various  items  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre  (many  of  the  items  listed 
are  out  on  loan). 


Invalid  Wheel  Chairs  15 

Pillows  3 

Sheets,  Single  32 

Sheets,  Draw  26 

Sheets,  Rubber  30 

Air  Rings  11 

Rreast  Pumps  

Plastic  Bags 

Walking  Sticks  

Water/Air  Beds  

Bed  Pulleys  

Back  Rests  12 

Bed  Pans  35 

Urinals  25 


Sputum  Mugs  2 

Sputum  Flasks  12 

Linen  Bags  4 

Moyer  Hoist  1 

Dunlopillo  Mattresses  6 

Bed  Cages  3 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm  2 

Beds  with  Chain  & Handle  2 

Inflatable  Toilet  Seat  1 

Three-Legged  Walking  Sticks  7 

Commodes  7 

K.D.  Receivers  2 

Crutches  pairs  5 


In  addition,  the  District  Nurse /Midwives  each  have  a small 
stock  of  the  smaller  items  (bed-pans,  urinals,  rubber  sheets,  etc). 

C — Handicapped  Persons 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  84  cases  on  the  handi- 
capped persons  register,  many  of  whom  were  in  regular 
employment.  Ail  cases  have  been  visited  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  where 
the  person  was  not  in  regular  employment  the  services  of 
the  County  Council  were  not  required. 
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(ii)  Number  of  cases  placed  in  employment 

(Disabled  Persons  Act)  Nil 

(iii)  A Paraplegic  patient  was  supplied  with  a Hoyer  Hoist  at  a 
cost  of  £71.  13s.  Od.  Alterations  were  made  to  the  house 
of  a handicapped  lady,  to  provide  accommodation  for  an 
electrically  propelled  tricycle,  at  a cost  of  £21.  16s.  9d. 
A hand-rail  was  provided  on  the  stairs  of  a house  in 
Ellesmere  Port  to  enable  a spastic  child  to  negotiate  the 
stairs. 

D — Special  Laundry  Service 

Three  persons  required  the  use  of  this  service  during  the  year. 
The  scheme  provides  sheets  (single  and  draw)  for  patients  who  are 
incontinent  and  are  being  nursed  at  home.  The  laundry  is  col- 
lected by  the  Ambulance  Service  and  taken  to  the  hospital 
(Clatterbridge  or  Chester  City)  for  laundering.  A charge  is  made 
for  the  service  in  accordance  with  the  income  of  the  household. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  disposable  underpads  were 

introduced,  and  the  District  Nurses  find  them  a great  improvement 
for  the  bedridden  patient. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

The  Chiropody  Service  commenced  in  October  1959,  and 
continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  the  demand 
increasing  month  by  month.  By  the  1st  January,  1960,  216  applic- 
ations had  been  received,  168  of  whom  were  given  free  treatment, 
10  treatment  at  half  cost.  By  the  end  of  December  1960,  a further 
338  applications  had  been  received,  278  of  whom  were  given  treat- 
ment free  of  charge,  10  treatment  at  half  cost.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  there  were  360  patients  receiving  chiropody  treatment  free 
of  charge,  and  14  patients  receiving  treatment  at  half  cost. 

The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  recom- 
mended for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district  nurse. 
Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  benefit,  or  whose 
sole  income  is  the  National  retirement  pension,  are  eligible  for 
free  treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons  in 
receipt  of  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards  the 
cost  of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the  additiinal 
income. 

The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose,  from  a list  of  recognised 
Chiropodists,  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for  treatment. 
In  some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropodist’s 
surgery,  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at  his/her  home. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

NEW  TRAINING  CENTRE,  ELLESMERE  PORT 

Members  will  be  aware  that  a new  Training  Centre  is  in  the 
process  of  being  erected  on  the  Stanney  Lane  site,  in  close 
proximity  to  the  new  Welfare  Centre  and  Day  Nursery.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  Training  Centre,  which  is  for  the  training  of 
mentally  subnormal  adults,  will  be  completed  in  the  Spring  of 
1961. 


DIVISIONAL  OFFICES,  CHESTER 

In  January,  1960,  the  Committee  were  informed  that  the 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Divisional  Office  in  Chester  were  required 
by  the  Chester  Rural  District  Council.  After  many  months  and 
numerous  enquiries,  suitable  premises  were  found  in  “St.  Martin’s 
Lodge,”  Castle  Esplanade,  Chester,  a little  way  from  the  present 
office  accommodation.  The  adaptations  required  to  “St.  Martin’s 
Lodge”  are  in  hand,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Chester  Divi- 
sional Office  will  move  to  the  new  accommodation  about  Easter, 
19  61. 


ESTIMATES  1961/62 

Estimates  for  the  year  1961/62  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates: — 


EXPENDITURE 

£ 

Welfare  Centres  4085 

Day  Nursery  2235 

Midwifery  230 

Health  Visiting  40 

Home  Nursing  1205 

Vaccination  and 

Immunisation  1030 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  . 2335 

Prevention  of  Illness, 

Care  and  Aftercare  2210 

Domestic  Helps  8745 

Administration  8720 

Payment  of  County  Districts 
for  Notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  250 

Mental  Health  Service  4940 


£36025 


INCOME 

£ 

Sale  of  Welfare  Foods  ...  1900 

Day  Nurseries  1700 

Prevention  of  Illness — 

Nursing  Equipment  30 

Domestic  Help  Contributions 

from  Patients  1100 

Mental  Health  Service  500 


£5230 
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